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ABSTRACT
A Historical Study of Educational Broadcasting and Broadcast
Training at Utah State University
by
James Kay Randall, Master of Science
Utah State University, 1969
Major Professor: Burrell F. Hansen
Department : Speech
Utah State University began to present radio programs on a
regular basis over KSL Radio in Salt Lake City in 1931.

In 1952,

its first television program was televised over KSL-TV.

Today the

University is broadcasting programs over the majority of Utah's radio
and television stations.
This thesis covers the development of broadcasting from USU in
three major areas:

(1)

radio and television programs presented over

Utah broadcasting outlets, (2) the construction of radio and television
stations on the campus, and (3) instruction in broadcasting.

There has

been no attempt made to evaluate the University's use of these media.
It is pointed out that off-campus broadcasting did not expand in
an organized manner; that the later attempt to coordinate it has
not achieved complete success, and that broadcast training at Utah
State University paralleled the development of the television industry in
Utah.

Also pointed out is th e role that students played in establishing

the Institution 's first broadcasting facility.
(130 pages)

!

INTRODUCTION
Late in 1931, the Utah State Agricultural College (now Utah
State Unive rsity) began its first series of radio broadcasts on KSL
Radio in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Since that time, the University has

expanded its broadcasting activities until it now has programs being
presented over a majority of the state 's radio and t e l evision
stations.

The programs have presented materials from every college

on the campus.
It is important that this history be written now because of
the rapid pace at which Utah State University is moving in the use of
these media.

In 1968, USU broadcasting began to move into a new era

with the use of closed circuit and live interconnec t ion with National
Educational Television and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting,
colorcasting, and under a new University administration.

The history

of USU's radio and television activities has never been systematically
recorded.

The materials and files are beginning to be dispersed and

in some cases have been destroyed.

The personalities who have contributed

to this activity are also disappearing from the view .

As time increases

t h e distance from the events, memories fade, and important i nformation
is lost.
Much of the written material on the Institution ' s activities in
the medium is only recorded by means of letters, reports, and minutes
of meetings that have been placed in the files of KUSU-TV-FH and
personal files.

Other written material was also obtained from reports

in the Extension Services Radio and Television files.

Information on

the early years of the Institution's efforts has been destroyed, excep t
for a loose-leaf notebook giving the dates, titles, and names of
participants on the KSL and KVNU programs that the Public Information
Office produced from 1931 to 1954.

A Master's thesis, written in 1935,

outlined some information regarding the first three years of the
University's broadcasting ventures.
Much of the information in this thesis has been obtained from
interviews with Dr. Burrell Hans en, Director of Radio and Television .
Professor Hansen has been involved in the campus broadcasting
activities continuously since 1948, when he joined the USU faculty to
develop a broadcasting curriculum.
It is proposed that this thesis will trace this development of
broadcasting at Ut ah State Unive rsity.
areas:

It will cover three basic

production and presentation of radio and television programs,

broadcast training, and the construction of the University's own radio
and television stations .

An evaluation of the effectiveness of broadcasting activities will
not be included, nor will the broadcasting of athletic events be covered.
Other areas such as:

the amateur radio (ham), closed - circuit television,

and radio broadcasts pr esented by campus groups or organizations that
have not been under the auspices of the University, will not be examined.

CHAPTER I
EARLY RADIO BROADCASTING AT UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
Early broa dcasting in th e USA
A commissioner of the Federal Communicat i on s Commission (FCC),
Nicholas Johnson said,

11

We got a nation in wh ich we have more r adio s

th an peopl e , and we have t elevision sets in virtually every home that
are running four to five ho ur s a day."

add:

The commissione r went on to

in almost every fac et o f our socie t y our attit udes and our

behavior a r e i n some way s haped by radio and television. 11 1

Wh en r adio first '"ent on the air comme r cia lly in 1920, 10,000
persons heard the November election returns of the Harding-Cox Presidential r ace as the country ' s first r a dio program broadcas t ove r KDKA
in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
in the ea rly months of 1920.

There were two radio stations oper ati ng
One operated by the University of Wisconsin's

Physics Department which relayed the weather and market reports; the
othe r wa s opera ting und e r the a us pices of the Detroi t News. 2
These early stations were on the air to present information to
listeners.

Broadcas ting today is more than jus t informational programs,

but pe ople still turn to the broadcast medium for on-the-spot r e ports
of events a nd up-to-dat e information .
!Nicholas Johnson, "The Financing of Educational Broadcasti ng,"
Nation a l Association of Educational Broadcas t ers Convention Report, 44th

Annual Convention (Washington, D. C., 1968), p . 9.
2ciraud Chester and Ga rne t R. Garrison, Television and Radio,
(New York : Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc ., 2nd ed. 1956), p. 24.

4
Early broadcasting from USU

Recognizing this characteristic of the broadcasting medium,
universities often felt it desirable to utilize radio as a means of
carrying information to the public.

In the early thirties, universities

began to construct their own broadcasting facilities.

Other institutions

such as Utah State felt that it would be better to present programs
over the existing commercial stations.

Most of Utah's population li ved

in the area served by Salt Lake City stations.

Cache Valley, the home of

USU, is in a mountain va lley with a small population making a University
operated radio station impractical as a means of reaching the state's

pop ulation.
USU is a land-grant university with the obligation of disseminating
education to the people of the state.

The Institution also felt that

radio was a good method of r ecrui tment of new students and for public
r elations.

Because of this, Utah State University began to make regula r

broa dcasts over KSL Radio in the fall of 1931. 3
It is not possible to trace in any great detail the early radio
programs ; it is reasonable to assume that the institution had repre-

sentation on entertainment programs of various stations.

A. L. Marble

in a Master's thesis on educational radio in Utah indicated that "All
the Utah institutions of higher learning have made radio broadcasts
for entertainment purposes."

These programs were broadcast over KSL

and KDYL in Salt Lake City and KLO in Ogden.

Marble also states that

KSL Radio, up to 1935, "has been the only channel for continued
institutional radio education in Utah" and that the University of Utah
was the only university in the state offe ring a course for credit over
3
Burrell F. Hansen, Dire c tor of Radio and Television, Utah State
Univers ity, private interview, Logan, Utah, December 10, 1968 .

5

radio a t th e time .

It appea rs, however, tha t USU was th e first

institution in Utah to present genera l educa tiona l informa tion programs
in the state.4
Ut a h State University became acquaint ed with KSL Radio by participating in the N.B.C. Radio Ne twork's ''Wes tern Farm and Home Hour."

This

pro gram inc l uded gue st speakers and musical numbers from th e various
west e rn states.

USU parti c ipat ed in the program until KSL severed its

affiliation with the Nationa l Broadcasting Company in 1932 to join the
C.B.S, Rad io Network.

The college continued its rela tionshi p wi th the

station, a lt hough it was not presenting programs over the C. B.S. ne twork . 5
USU begins regular broadcasting over KSL
Broadcasting began to t ake a firm hold as Les t er Pocock joined th e
Uta h State University Staff in 1930.

It was under his direction that

regular broa dcas ting ove r the Salt Lake station began .

On September 29 ,

1931, Dr. N. A. Pedersen, head of the Eng lish Department a t USU, made
the first of the fifte en-minut e, twice weekly broadcasts.

The KSL

programs were aired on Tuesda y and Thursday a t 1:30 P. M.

During the

summer of 193 2 , the programs were cut to ten minutes then lat er restored
to the fifte en-minut e format,6
The main objective o f the progr ams was to present timely information on agricultural and homemaking topics of interest to the st a t e 's
mainly rura l population.

The programs were divided among the faculty

4A. L. Marble , "Educational Ra dio Broadcasting," (unpublished
Master's t hesis, Utah State Unive rsity, 1935), p. 1.
5rbid . , p. 73- 76
6rbid., p. 76.

6

members of the College proper, the Extension Services, and the Experiment
Station.

These broadcasts were designed not to present formal classroom

co urs es, nor for the use within the classroom .

They were designed to

present the fruits of Utah State ' s research and expe rience, and at the
same time to build good-will and understanding for the University.
The participants for the programs were selected by a t hree man
committ ee consisting of r epresentatives of the College, Extension
Services, and the Expe r iment Station.

Lester Pocock, Director of

Publi c Relations, had the responsibility of acting as chairman of the
committee, arranging schedules , providing transportation and meals,
and suggesting topics to the participants.
between the University and KSL.

He also acted as the liaison

The station made no charge for the

time, but the Institution had to stand the expense of travel and meals
for the guests.
The programs were presented twice a week until February of 19 36 ,
when they were changed to a weekly fifteen-minute Saturday afternoon
program.

The KSL series went without a title for many years, except

for a topic title fo r each individual program.

The KSL announcer would

make a brief statement introducing the speaker and indicating that he
repres ented Utah State University which was maintained by the State of
Utah and the United States Government.

At the conclusion of the talk,

the announce r would invite anyone who wanted a copy of the presentation
to write to th e college for one.

The audience was also i nvi ted to

suggest topics t o be discussed on the programs.

From 1931 to December

1934, the institution received 11,000 reques t s for copies of the talks ;
an average of thirty-five r eques t s per pr ogram. 7
7Ibid., p . 76-80.

The first professional calibre tape recorder on the campus was
purchased for $900 in 1949 for the use of the Speech Department , and
to record some of the KSL programs in place of sending faculty members
to Salt Lake City.

Up to 1954, only about twenty percent of the programs

had been recorded on tape, the rest were expense-paid trips t o Salt
Lake City. 8
In 1953, Mr. Pocock left the University and Dr. LeRoy Blaser came
as the new Director of Information Service.

In September of 1954, Dr.

Blaser asked Professor Hansen, who up to that time had been supervising
the recording of the KSL programs, to take complete charge of the series.
There had been some thought among the TV Policy Committee, which also
handled radio matters, that the KSL station might like the USU programs
to present topics on other areas rather than agriculture since the
station now had a daily program sponsored by Kennecott Copper Corporation
which was similar to that presented by the University.

Joe Kjar,

Manager of KSL, indicated that he would like the USU programs to continue
to present agricultural subjects to maintain the continuity of the daily
agricultural features presented by Kennecott. 9
The format and a name change took place in the KSL programs in
January of 1959.

Up to that time the programs were mainly agricultural,

but other types were occasionally inserted in the regular schedule.
Dr. Hansen felt that th e programs should represent Utah State University
as more than just an agricultural college.

The new format made it

possible for the University to use a wide variety of program material
8utah State University, Minutes of Meeting of the TV Policy
Committee, meeting October 7, 1954, (Radio-Television files, Television
Committee 1953-1954.)
9 Ibid .

8

and topics of interest to every citizen in the state, from every college
of the University, and excerpts from lectures given by prominent
national leaders who came to the campus.

These new changes gave a title

to the long running series of "USU Radio Digest. ulO
The beginning of t he end came for the "USU Radio Digest" when the
Metropolitan Opera series began on the C.B .S. Networ k on December 8,
1962.

KSL cancelled the "USU Radio Digest" to carry the operas until

April 20 , 1963; at which time the University picked up the series again;
only to have it given another winter hiatus when the opera season began.
For years the Institution had had the 12:15 P . M. time on Saturday, but
with such long interruptions it became difficult to build up an audience.
In December of 1963, Utah State University concluded its thirty-one year
old series on KSL Radio. 11
In January of 1945, KSL began a new series of programs featuring the
colleges of Utah.

These programs, "Utah Colleges On The Air" were

broadcast every Friday evening from 10:00 to 10:30 P. M.

Pocock's list

indicates that in the beginning, only Utah State University and Brigham
Young University participated.

USU's initial broadcast was on January 26,

1945 .
The programs were offered during the school year, and then took a
summer hiatus.

Usually, the program included musical numbers performed

by students and faculty members of the institutions with information
about activities taking place on the campus between musical selections.
10Letter from Burrell F. Hansen, Director Radio and Television, Utah
State University, to Dean and Directors of Colleges, September 23, 1959,
(Radio-Television files, Correspondence 1959-1960).
11 Burrell F. Hansen, private interview, February 3, 1969.

This format remained up to January of 1947, when the University began
to include other types of programing materials . 12

The members of the

Utah State Radio Guild, a group of students, prepared some of the
programs for the "Utah Colleges of the Air."
and produce their own scripts.

Often, they would write

Several of the Guild ' s programs were

presented over KSL, KVNU, and other radio stations in the state.

The

"Utah Colleges of the Air" concluded in 1951.13
One of the special radio broadcasts came from Utah State University
campus in 1938.
birthday .

The occasion was the commemoration of USU's fiftieth

KSL broadcast the opening of the cornerstone on March 8.

The broadcast began with a selection by the Utah State Agricultural College Band, after which President Frederick Champ of the USU
Board of Trustees said in welcoming the guests and radio audience to
the campus:
Today we are assembled to commemorate the completion of a half a century of service by the College to
the people of Utah and this region. We will open the
cornerstone sealed in the foundation of the original
building, completed in 1890 but now but one of thirty
buildings adorning a campus occupied by more than three
thousand studen ts and one hundred and sixty resident
faculty members.
Then the song "Tenting Tonight" was sung by the quartet.

Following

this, an historic drama was presented depicting the signing of the Land
Grant Act by President Lincoln in the presence of its author, Justin
S. Morrill, and Professor Jonathan Turner; who converted the country
to establish such institutions.

Participating in the scene were:

12 Lester Pocock, "Radio Program Listing and Scripts," (unpublished
1931-1954), Radio- Television Center Files. (Typewritten.)
13 Burrell F. Hansen, private interview , February 13, 1969.
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Dean N. A. Pede r sen , Dr. Sh erwin Maese r a nd Profe ssor V. D. Ga rdne r.
Dean Pede r sen wr ot e the s cri pt .

A s econd historical s ce ne depi ct ed

Governor Ca l eb We st of Ut a h s i gn ing t he Lund Bill tha t cr ea t ed Ut a h
St a t e .

Thi s wa s done in the prese nce of Re pr e s entative Anth on H. Lu nd

a nd Councilor C. F. Olsen.

Pa rticipa ting in this scene wa s Professo r

Ira Haywa rd, Professor Chest er Meyers, a nd Professor A. N. Sor ens en.
Ut a h's Governor Blood stat ed :
This is a happy ye t a s o lemn day for the Stat e of
Utah, of which this Instituti on is a valuable and int egr a l
part. We are glad to unite in r e joicing at the part it
plays in our lives a nd in the de ve lopment of th e St a t e .
Following Governor Blood, Pr e sident Pe t erson pointed out tha t:
Moral and intelle ctua l powe r, if unit ed, is th e
gre atest g lory man can a tt a in . . . so in pe rforming the
act of taking from this honor ed s tone the document s ,
which remind us of our pr e cious heritage, we do so
with thankful hearts for all the opportunity which
is our s , for the ideals of our race which are, after
all, the cornerstone of this and every other institution and of every good li fe lived or to be lived;
and with the prayer which is in the hearts of all
of us that we may be worthy of the great tasks which
these tempestuous times have given even the humblest
of us to do.
The documents and mementos of the cornerstone were taken from
the box by Mr. Charles Batt, Mr. R. 0. Larsen and Mr. Peter Nelson .
The closing prayer was offer ed by Mr. C. F. Olsen who had dedicated
the building in 1889.

The bell in the tower of Old Main r ang fifty

times to conclude the ceremonies.l4
The broadcast was pres e nted live over KSL Radio from 12:15 P. M.
to 1:00 P. M.
l4Joe l Ricks, Fifty Yea r s of Hist ory, (Salt Lake City :
News Pr es s, 1938 ), p . 123-124.

Des e r e t

11
Broadcasting over KVNU
All the early broadcasting from Utah State University was prese nted
live over the two Salt Lake City stations or the Ogden facility.
radio st a tion was not in operation in Loga n unti l 1938.

A

There is

some evidence, however, that Logan may have had two broadcas ting stations
prior to 1934.

Mr. Marble, in his thesis, quotes Mr. Earl J. Glade,

Manager of KSL Radio in 1935 , as saying in the "Historical Highlights
of KSL":

"For examp l e, th e ci t y of Loga n once had two r adio stations,

but was unable to maintain ei the r of them. .
In inve s tigating this, the writer found no references in any of
the histori es of broadcas ting in Utah, or in other thes es dealing
with broa dcasting.

Int erviews with old timers of the valley indicate

that they do not remember any station other than KVNU.

The Federal

Communications Commission came into exist e nc e in 1934, and there is

no reference there indicating that Logan had had radio stations prior
to KVNU.

If Logan did have a radio station ea rlier than 1931, it is

entirely possible that the University presented programs over it.
In 1935, the Federal Communications Commission received thre e
applications for a Logan station.

The applicants were:

Great Western

Broadcasting Association, Inc . ; Munn Q. Cannon; and the Cache Valley
Broadcasting Service Company .

All three of these applications were

dismissed for not having enough information for the FCC to de t ermine
whether Logan needed a station or not.
15
Marble , "Educational Radio Broadcas ting," p. 74, Quoting Earl
J . Glade Jr., "Historical Highlights of KSL, " (In the files of KSL
in Salt Lake City, p. 4).

12
On June 25, 1936, the Cache Valley Broadcasting Service Company
re-applied to the FCC for a permit to build a radio station.

This

time the name had been changed to the Cache Valley Broadcasting Corporation.

The Corporation asked for a frequency of 1200 kilocycles with

a transmitting power of 100 watts for an unlimited broadcast day. 16
Utah State University was one of the reasons that Logan received
a broadcasting facility.

Network affiliations were difficult to acquire

and could be expensive for a small station with a limited income.
Syndicated programs were practically nonexistent.
entirely on local talent for program material.

KVNU had to rely almost

Utah State University

provided an excellent source of both program material and talent.
Because a broadcasting station must operate in the interest,

convenience, and necessity of the public, the KVNU management indicated
to the FCC that there would be many activities of th e University that
would be in the inte rest, convenience and necessity of the people of
the valley .
KVNU provided many hours to the college for broadcas ting.

Regularly,

the station would broadcast lectures, outstanding assemblies, sporting
events and cultural programs during the early years of its operation. 17
One of the first series on KVNU, of which records can be found,
began on April 17, 1941.

It was a series of drama programs produce d by

the speech Depa rtment; as near as it can be ascertained from the s c ript,
Floyd Morgan produced and directed the "Ha lf-Hour from College Hill"
16 Federal Communications Commission Reports, Vol . V, (Washington,
Government Printing Office , 1939), p. 664-669.

D. C.:

17 Ree d Bullen, General Manager, KVNU, private interview, KVNU Radio,
Logan, Utah, February, 1968.

13

programs.

The program of Hay 29, 1941, in the closing statement, in-

dicated that plans were made to bring the series back in the Fall when
school resumed. 18
Utah State University did return to the air via KVNU, but it was
not with the "Half-Hour from College Hill."

Instead, on September 25,

1941, Jack Croft, and C. H. Hendricks began a new series by interviewing
new students on the campus.

This series ran for nine years with

agricultural topics making up a small part of the subjects presented.
Most of the programs were presented by student groups, organizations,
alumni groups, athletics and other departments on the campus.
Some examples of programs on the series:

February 12, 1942,

George Knowlton and C. J. Sorenson, "Inse ct Control"; June 11, 1942,
King Hendricks, "English Teachers' Conference"; March 11, 1943,
Calder Pickett, "Junior Prom"; September 2, 1943, Ira Hayward, "Problems
of Youth"; April 6, 1944, J. Whitney Floyd, "Arbor Day"; December 7,
1944, Everett Thorpe, "Winter Sports"; June 7, 1945, F. M. Coe, "Frozen
Fruits"; February 7, 1946, V. D. Gardener, "Phases of the State Liquor
Control Program."

This gives some idea of the types of programs that

the University was presenting over KVNU. 19
In May of 1946, another script indicated that another series of
programs similar to t he "Half-Hour From College Hi l l" was presented.
The title of this series was "Quarter Hour From College Hill" and was
presented by members of the Radio Speech classes.

Specifically , this

script for this program was an adaptation by Professor Floyd Horgan
18Pocock, "Radio Program Listings," KVNU Programs .
19 Ibid .

14
of Elizabeth McMenamin's "The University Social Life."

An announcemen t

at the end again indicates that this was a regular feature on KVNU Radio. 20
The Music Department produced the grand opera "Carmen" on
194 6 , directed by Professor

\~alter

Wel ti.

~la r ch

6,

KVNU 1 s broadcast of the

entire presentation is thought to be the first full-length broadcast
of any opera. 21

The station r ecorded and broadcast many of the

University's musical productions and placed the tape recordings in the
Institution's library. 22
Working with KVNU, Utah State two years later prepared a series
of 25 programs featuring music faculty members on "Music \Vith Our
Neighbors."

Dr. Roy Harris and his wife Johana hosted this first

series of radio broadcasts from Utah State University to be aired
to a large intermountain audience.

The programs, live from the living

room of the Harris home, were fed to the Intermountain Radio Network
by KVNU.

The series began Sunday evening at 6:30 on February 6, 1948,

and continued until July 31.

Dr. Harris was billed as "the greatest

living American composer, .. and Johana had achieved fame as a concert

pianist.

Featuring talk about music, the programs usually included a

folk song by Mrs. Harris, and of course, there were moments when the
serious music became the center of attraction.

Each week the Harris

family invited a gro up of f r iends to participate wi th them on the
broadcasts.

They included a churchman, a businessman, a farmer, and

a college student.

In the summer months , chamber music was performed

20 Ibid .
21

KVNU Scrapbook , Radio Daily, April 11, 1947 , KVNU studios, Logan.

22 Bullen, private interview, February, 1968 .

15
using artists who had come to the Logan campus to teach in the Summer
Music Festiva1. 23
After doing "Music With Our Neighbors," USU President Franklin
Harris, Reed Bullen of KVNU, along with the Music Department worked
with the Mutual Broadcasting System (M.B.S.) to produce eight, one-hour
programs entitled "Summer Music Festival."

These were broadcast live

from the Harris home once again, and featured world renowned artists who
had come to the University to join in the Summer Music Instruction
program.

The M.B.S. network had 500 stations carrying the series; the

United States Department of State recorded t he programs for rebroadcast
on th e Voice of America radio network that beamed the programs to Europe
and South America .

Thus, "The Summer Music Festival" became an inter-

national broadcast.
The "Summer Music Festival" went on the air Saturday afternoon at

3 P. M. on June 25, 1949, and ended August 13.

Participating were

James Barrett of the Detroit Symphony; Joseph Gingold of the Cleveland
Symphony; Johana Harris, Artist-in-residence at Utah State; Milton
Preves from the Chicago Symphony; and Lenonard Rose from the New York
Philharmonic; Dr. Harris conducted the ensemble . 24
The Salt Lake Tribune reported the first program in a June 26
article that stated that the program opened with a radio premiere of
a fantasy by Jan Pitersz with piano arrangement by Roy Harris and
played by Johana Harris.

"Golden Sonata for Two Violins and Piano,"

by Henry Purcell, was performed by Joseph Gingold, James Barrett, and
2 3KVNU Scrapbook, "Music With Our Neighbors," program announcement .
24 Ibid., "Summer Music Festival" advertisement.

16
Mrs. Harris.

Dr. Harris' composition "Soliloquy and Dance" had the

artistry of Milton Preves and Mrs. Harris.

The final selection of the

hour program, "Violin Sonata" by Bagriel Faure was performed by Mr .
Barrett and Mrs. Harris.

The program had "good audience acceptance." 25

The station undoubtedly presented more programs than could be
mentioned; oftentimes greek organizations, and other campus groups
presented programs over the station.
Lack of program coordination
There seems to be a lack of any real coordination among all of the
radio programs being presented by the University.

Each department or

group took the responsibility for producing, presenting, and arranging
time on the station for their own programs.

The Information Services

did not have any control over any other programs presented under the
University 's name except those that it sponsored on KSL and KVNU.
Extension Services broadcasting

The Extension Services began to get involved in radio broadcasting
in 1944.

At this time the county and home demonstration agents were

presenting radio programs on farm and family s ubj ects over the loc al
station.
a week.

For the most part, th ese were fifteen minute features once
In 1953, the Extension Services hired a part-time Radio and

Television Specialist to help the agents with their programs and to
work with the radio stations directly in behalf of the Extension Services.
25 salt Lake Tribune, Sunday, June 26, 1949.

17
This division of the University produced 2,059 radio programs in 1956,
an increase of ten percent over 1946. 26
four times in 1968 to 8,328 programs.

The 1956 figure was increased
These programs did not includ e

the radio programs presented by the agents.27

In 1956, it has been

estimated that there were nine programs a day heard throughout the
state that bore the name of the Extension Services. 28
In 1968, the Radio and Television people were preparing nine
three-minute interview programs for almost every station in the state
once a week.

Three programs presented agricultural information, three

offered tips in the family living area, and the other three featured
agricultural news from outside sources such as the United States
Department of Agriculture.

These taped programs were sent to almost

every station in the state.
Perhaps one of the reasons that the Extension Services had a
large number of programs on radio was that there were more people
involved in presenting agricultural and family life information than
there were in other divisions of the University, and that stations
wanted and needed agricultural news for their farm programs for their
mostly rural audiences.

Utah State University is a Land Grant University

and has an obligation to present information in agricultural science
research, and to extend the services of the University to the citizens of
the state.
26 stephen L. Brower, "Annual Report of Extension Work In Information, 1956," (Unpublished, Extension Radio-Television, Utah State
Univer sity), p. 19-21.
27James Kay Randall, "1968 Annual Statistical Report," (Unpublished,
Extension Radio-Television files, Utah State University).
28 srower, "Annual Report,l956," p. 19.
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University tape se r vices t o stations

The University provided additional tape services to the stations .
In the fall of 1962, Jerry Allen, Manager of the campus radio station,
began to prepare two programs a week for commercial stations.
The first was a news program of five minutes in length and designed
so that it could be used by itself or included in a longer program
if the station desired.

The second t ape se r vice was a sports feature .

This was prepared in cooperation with the Athletic Department.

It

featured a three to four-minute interview with the University sports
editor or the coaches. 29
Sports broadcasting from USU
Sports broadcasting from the Universi ty has always been handled
under contract to a commercial station.

The Athletic Department has

not allowed this area of broadcasting to come under the control of
any other University broadcasting commi ttee.
The sports people have, however, worked with the Radio-Television
department in preparing sports interviews for the stations.

In this

way they have allowed some control over their sports programs,
but the broadcasting of the even ts is still under the Athletic Department's
complete control .
USU broad casts ove r Voice of America
Sometime during 1959 and 1960, Utah State University responded
to an invitation from th e Voice of America radio network to produce
2 9Letter from Burrell F. Hansen to Dr. M. R. Merrill, USU Vice President, (Radio-Television files, Chairman), November 29, 1962.
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a program titled "Utah State University's Place In The World ."

The

program was part of a series of programs from universities that had
foreign speaking students on their campuses.

Later, Utah State pro-

duced a series of five-minute programs for the Voice of America.

This

series, titled "Five Minute Letters To Home," featured foreign students
at USU telling about their experiences in the United States a nd at
Utah State.

The series was under the direction of Rey Barnes, KVSC

station manager. 30
USU offers classroom courses over radio
In 1955, Dr . Burrell F. Hansen and Dr. L. G. Noble, Director of the
Division of Off-Campus Instruction decided that the University should try
and use radio in presenting some of the courses.

The idea was taken to

President Daryl Chase who approved and gave his full support to the
project. 31
It was decided that two classroom courses would be offered during
the remainder of the fall quarter of 1955 on a trial basis.

From

information available, credit was not given for the two trial courses.
Dr. Noble and Dr. Hansen looked for two instructors who would be able
to make good radio presentations.

They selected Professor Carmen

Fredrickson of Sociology and E. A. Jacobsen, Dean of Education.
In a letter to President Chase, Dr. Noble explained the project:
Two classes are offered each week, Tuesday and
Thursday at 9:15 P. M. over radio station KVNU.
The first class deals with the subject of
"Education and Public Relation." It is taught by
Dean E. A. Jacobsen and the transcriptions are taken
30Hansen, private interview, March 12, 1969.
31 Ibid.

20
from actual class sessions that are being conducted
on the campus • . . . The Thursday night programs come
fr om a class being taught by Professor Carmen Fredrickson
under the titl e of "Women and th e Horld Today." . . .
After these programs are given over radio station
KVNU, they are sent to Pric e and broadcast over the
Pric e -Helper radio. From the re they are sent to Vernal
and broadcast over that station. From Vernal they a re
sent to the Richfield r adio station. The few reports
that we have received from these series have been encouraging.
Starting in January, we will offer two classes over
the radio for credit. One will be in the field of Sociology
and one in the field of Political Science or History . . .
It is planned, however, that each of these courses will
offer two or three hours of credit, and those register ed
will be required to do special reading, plus a
comprehensive examination . . . . 32
The title for the radio college courses was "College Of The Air."
The following winter quarter in 1956, USU presented only one course
for credit instead of two as had been planned.
On January 6, 1956, the following news release about the course
went out from the University:
LOGAN--The Utah State Division of Off-Campus
Instruction today announced that the first class for
credit in the education by radio series will be given
winter quarter.
The series of lectures will be presented on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 9:00 to 9:30 over
radio station KVNU, Logan. The course, Education
199, will be entitled "Critical Issues In Education,"
and will carry 1 l/2 hours credit. Persons interested
in registering should con t act Dr. L. G. Noble, Director
of Off-Campus Instruction.
Dr. Noble, in commenting on the course, stat ed
that , "It is designed to give a general picture of
education today and the major problems confronting
us. It is not an exclusive series for those solely
int erested in educati on but it is a group of well
balanced discussions that will prove stimu lating and
enlightening t o anyone listening to them. ,33
32Letter from L. G. Noble, Director of the Division of Off-Campus
Instruct ion, December 1, 1956, (Radio-Television Files, Radio Off-Campus
Instruction).
33uSAC News Bureau Release, January 6, 1956, (Ibid.).
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The series of programs featur ed many of the faculty members in the
College of Education including:

Dr. John Carlisle, Profes sor Terrance

Hatch, Professor El do n Drake, Professor Basil Hansen, and Dr. L. G.
Noble.
In the spring, a fourth course was presented by Dr. Don Carter
entitled "The Child In The Family," Education 67.

As far as it can

be determined, the latt er two courses were presented only ove r KVNU.
The trial programs indicated that ther e might be good possibilities
for a future, but registrations for the last two courses seemed too
few to continue the project.34

3 4 "college Of The Air," (Ibid.) .

CHAPTER II
STUDENT INVOLVEMENT--THE UTAH STATE RADIO GUILD
Organization of the Guild
When Professor Burrell F. Hansen joined the faculty in 1948, broadcasting took on an added dimension.

Radio broadcasting at Utah State

had up t o this time been mainly to promote an interest in Utah State
University.

Professor Hansen wanted to interest the students at Utah

State into making broadcasting a career; he wanted to involve the student
i.n broadcasting.

How was he going to attract students into this area?

In the fall of 1948, he helped the students organize the Utah State
Radio Guild; an organization that would involve students in radio
broadcasting.
Objectives of the Guild were:

to increase the student understanding

of radio; to give students an opportunity to develop radio talents;
and to promote an interest in broadcasting generally.

These goals

were accomplished in part by having the members prepare and produce
radio programs weekly; then analyze each production. 1
The Guild wrote a Constitution and by-laws to govern their organization.

The Guild membership, composed of students interested in the

various aspects of broadcasting, was accepted as a service organization
by the Associated Student Council in the spring of 1949.

The Guild

1 "Radio Students Form Guild," Salt Lake Tribune, November 22, 1948.
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members provided such services to student and faculty organizations
as:

Preparing, casting, and producing radio programs for presentation

over radio.

Guild members had presented eight programs over commercial

stations at the time they were accepted as a service organization.2
The Guild's Constitution
The Constitution's Preamble says:
We, a group of students of the Utah State Agricultural
College do hereby form an organization for the purpose of
promoting student interest in radio broadcasting, t o increase their knowledge in this field, and to provide the
opportunity for the development of their talents and abilities, and to provide services to the college and its
student organizations in publicizing the institut~on and
its activities through the medium of radio, • . •
Drafting the constit ut ion took four hours on an October afternoon,
by memb ers of the Guild.
Radio Guild.

They named their organization the Utah State

Membership was based upon the following:

the student

must be registered at the college; must demonstrate an interest in
one or more of the broadcasting fields such as:

acting, announcing,

engineering, management, music, production, programming, sound effect s

or writing; and must have a "C" average in his college work .

The Guild organization included a General Manager, Assistant
Manager, Secretary, Chief Engineer, Librarian and Business Manager.
The General Manager was responsible for the overall organization of
the Guild, he approved the collection and expenditure of the Guild's
funds, presided over the weekly meetings, and was the presiding officer
2 "Utah State Radio Guild Adds Thirty- Five New Members," Student
Life (Logan ), March 10, 1949, p. 2.
3 "constitution of the Utah State Radio Guild," October 29, 1948 ,
(Radio-Television files, Radio Guild).
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of the Executive Council.

The Assistant Manager acted as the "program

director" for the organization.

The Secretary was charged with the

minutes and responsible for preparing all program material.

The Chief

Engineer maintained the equipment, and supervised construction of new
equipment.

The Librarian was responsible for filing and cataloging

of records, scripts and station logs.

The Business Manager made

contacts for prospective business and handled the publicity for the
Guild.
Members were required to pay $1 per quarter for dues.
went toward purchasing equipment, and materials .

These dues

Included in the

constitution were provisions for dis missing a member by a two-thirds

vote of a quorum.

A member was dismissed if found guilty of one or

more of the following acts:

failure to cooperate, to maintain the

grade point average required, or having three unexcused absences. 4
Activities of the Guild
The Radio Guild was active in preparing radio programs for presentation over KSL, KVNU, and other stations.

During the first quarter's

operation, the Guild was asked by the Cache County School Board to
produce three radio scripts in observance of National Education Week,
November 7 through the 13.

The three programs, "Howdy Neighbor,"

"Which Way Forward," and "Who Me?" were presented over KVNU and KPST
(Preston, Idaho) radio.s
4 "Constitution Radio Guild.''

5 "USAC Students Offer Shows On Education," Salt Lake Tribune,
November 10, 1948.
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The Guild presen t e d th eir first program over KSL on t he University's
r egular Friday night program, "Utah College ' s of t he Air."
a Christmas play was also presented over Logan's KVNU.

The program,

A series of

programs for Boy Scout Heek , and for the National Board of Fire Underwrit ers was also produced and presented by the Radio Guild.

These

scripts were prepared in advance so that a ll the guild was required t o
do was produce them . 6
The Guild pres ented many programs over the local commercial
radio station as well as KSL.

Membe rs rehearsed the progr ams in the

s tudi os on the campus ; then went to the station for a dress rehearsal
and the broadcast.

Sometimes this meant traveling t o Sal t Lake Ci t y,

presen t ing t he program at 10:00 P. M. and driving back to Logan.
Lake trip had a schedule s uch as t his one on April 22, 1949.
left Logan at 2:30 P. M. for Salt Lake.

One Salt

The members

They had dinner in Salt Lake

and arrived at the KSL studios at 7 :30 P. M.

The cast ran through the

program a couple of times, then presented it at 10:00 P. M.

After the

broadcast, the students went to hear Benny Goodman and his Orchestra. 7
Professor Hansen indicated that the winter trips over Sardine
Canyon we re rough and hazardous .

He s aid they had just reached the

summit in a heavy snowstorm on one occasion, when the car went off the

road.

Students got out to push the car back onto the road , when one

boy fell and broke his leg.

They took him to a hospital in Brigham

and left him and went on to Salt Lake to do the show.

Dr. Hansen took

the fellow's part in the product i on. 8
6Hansen, privat e interview , December 12, 1968 .
7Burrell F. Hansen, ex tracts from his personal diary, April 22, 1949.
8 Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968 .
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A campus production faciliti es built
Shortly af ter Professor Hansen came to Utah State, he dr ew plans
for radio production st udio s.

Up t o tha t point, th e University did

not have a fac ility for t eaching r adio production adeq uate l y.
plans were t aken to Dean Carlton Culmsee on November 22.

The

He liked th em

but could not give any encouragemen t th a t th e Pr esi dent would a pprove
of them.

On November 30, Professor Hanse n along with Chest er Myers,

head of the Speech Depa rtment, brought President Harris up to the
second f loor of Old Ma in to show him the studio plan s .
to Professor Hans en's surprise, approved th e plans!

The president,

In fact, "h e was

quite complimentary about th em, t oo . ., g
On January 3, 1949, Professor Ha n sen went to hi s office to check
h is mail that had come in during the Christmas Holid ay br eak.

He met

President Harris in the ha ll, who took him up to the second floor.

"Lo

and behold they've got my studios we ll near to completion; what a
pleas a nt surprise !" remarked Dr. Hans en. lO

The st udios consisted of a

control room with a disc/transcription cutter, a small studio for
newscasting, a production studio and a classroom that doubled for an
a udience s tudio.ll
The production faciliti e s were an added attrac tion for students
to enroll in radio classes.

The studios gave s tudents a place to

work out their laboratory ass ignments, a pla ce for the Radio Guild to
9Hansen, diary, November, 1948.
10 rbid., J a nua ry 3, 1949 .
ll"Ut ah State Radio Guild Adds Thirty-Five New Members," Student
Life (Lo gan), March 10, 1949, p. 2.
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produce their programs, and provided facilities for the University
to rehea rse and record programs .

During the first t"o quarter s , the

Guild either had to record their productions on discs, which did not
work satisfactorily all the time; or send them to KVNU over phone
lines; or to present them live at the studios of the radio station . 12
On November 16, 1948, Dr. Hansen went to KVNU to pick up a tape
that he had there and saw a demonstration of a Magnecord, a professional
tape recorder.

In February, he talked to President Harris about

getting the recorder; the President approved the necessary $900 fo r
the purchase of the machine.
Hansen wrote:

It arrived on March 14, 1949.

Professor

" It' s quite a beautiful piece of eq uipment ."l3

With

this prof e ssional tape recorder, the radio classes, t he radio Guild,
and the University ? eople could record their programs on the campus without
making the weekly t rips to radio stations to present programs.

Par-

ticipants could come to the produc tion facility, record their program,
and mail it to the station.

This would have saved the Institut ion

hundreds of dollars in expense for travel and meals for the people
presenting the radio programs over KSL, but the recorder was used for
only about twenty percent of the KSL programs up to 1954.

The machine

was available for recording these programs as well as for training
broadcasting students. 14
12Hansen, private int erview , December 10, 1968.
13Hansen, diary , Novembe r 16, 1948 , February 22, 1949, March 14 , 1949.
14 Hansen, Private interview, December 10, 1968.

28
Radio Guild pushes for campus radio station

The idea of Ut ah State University having its own broadcasting
sta ti on did occur before the Institution had formally committed
itself to a large number of radio courses.

Professor Hansen, and

Professor Larry Cole of the Electrical Engineering Department began
talki ng about t he possibility almost as soon as Professor Hansen joined
the faculty.

He sent a memo to Dean Culmsee about the feasibility of

the University building its own frequency modulat i on (FM) station .

The

Dean replied on November 18, 1948, that he was favo rable toward the
idea, but that President Harris was "still holding things up." 15
In the April 6 , 1949, mee t ing of the Radio Gui l d, the students
discussed the idea of having a broadcasting station on the campus.
It wa s suggested that such a station would stimulate int e r est in the
Radio Guild . 16

The Executive Council meeting of the Guild in May,

brought indications that Dean Culmsee could possibly allo ca te $500
toward establishing the station.
Harris' approval.

This still required Pres ident Franklin

Also bro ught out in the meeting, was news that the

Inter co llegiat e Broadcasting System (I.B.S.) would give the station a
trial status affiliation for a $25 fee. 17
1 5 Hansen, diary, November 1948.
16utah State Radio Guild, minutes of the Guild's April 6, 19 49
meeting, (Radio-Television f ile s , Ra dio Guild).
17utah State Radio Guild, minutes of the Executive Council
meeting, May 25, 1949, (Ibid.).

The proposed campus station was to be a carrier-current station
instead of the proposed FM typ e .

18

It was s uggested that the Engineering

Department be engaged to build the transmitter; the Radio Guild would
gather data for the readying of the FCC application for a permit to
operate. 19
Plans seemed to be moving ahead rapidly, the engineering department
about had the transmitter ready for testing, and the programming
schedule was about finalized when the President presented some doubts
about the cost of the new operation.

He had heard that Brigham Young

University had a carrier-current station similar to Utah State ' s
proposed station and that the operation of such a facility was expensive
to run.

The students felt that it was their duty to inform t he President

that his information was in error. 20
The Guild members felt that they could cut the University's
expenses of operating the station by selling advertising on the station .
The Dean nor the President approved of this idea.

Their advice was

that the students should draw from available funds of the Speech
Department and then go t o the Student Council for the additional funds
needed.

21

18A carr ier-current station is one that sends its signal through
electrical power lines r ather than through the air. The station then
can be received on an AM receiver that is plugged into t he electrical
outlet in the home . This type of station needs only a permit from
the FCC, and is only restricted to a specific power output of the
transmitter.
19
20
21

Radio Guild minutes, April 6, 1949.
utah State Radio Guild, minutes of the meeting, November 2, 1949.
rbid., November 16, 1949 .

With these problems out of the way, the Guild was ready to begin
the operations of the new station.

It can thus be seen that student

support was a significant factor in the initiation of the new campus
station.

CHAPTER III
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY PUTS A CAMPUS BROADCASTING
FACILITY ON THE AIR
Preparations for the new station
The Radio Guild members worked feverishly during the 1949-50
school year getting things in order to begin broadcasting.

They voted

to give the station a gift of an Intercollegiate Broadcasting System
Membership.

This organization would register the station's call

letters with the FCC, provide legal services and programs.

Since

the station was not broadcasting over the airwaves , but through power
lines, they were only required to notify the FCC that they were operating.
(If the signal "leaked" from the power line into the air, the FCC had
the jurisdiction to force the station to comply with power requirements
or cease transmitting.)
The Guild considered two sets of call letters for the new facility:
KVSC, "Voice of the State College," and KUAC, "Utah Agricultural College."
On May 3, 1950, the Guild received word from the I.B.S. that the call
letters the Guild had requested, KVSC, had been cleared and registered
with the FCC.

KVSC had been assigned to a police station until October 6,

1949, and prior to 1948, they had been assigned to a standard broadcasting
station. 1
1 Letter from George Abraham, Chairman, Intercollegiate Broadcasting
System, May 8, 1950, (Radio-Television Files, KVSC Organization).
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Since KVSC was a carrier-current broadcasting station, the signal,
was transmitted through the city's elec tr ical lines.

The transmitter

which was completed in the fall of 1949, was housed in t he Nilitary
Science Building.

The studios on the second floor of Old Main were

connected to the transmitter about one-half mile away by telephone
lines.

The signal was then fed from the transmitter to the high

tension power lines of Logan City which ran near the Military Science
Building.

Logan City donated nine man-hours of labor to connect the

transmitter to their lines . 2
The telephone lines from the studios to the transmitter gave the
station a varie ty of problems.

If there was a heavy snow, the weight

of it on the lines would break them; occasionally the lines were the
object of vandalism.

In either case, there was no one to splice them

back together except for Dr. Hansen and KVSC staff members. 3
Production facilities built in Decemb er of 1949 provided the
basic equipment for the station ' s operations.

The KVSC staff had to

be content with recording campus events for broadcast at a later
time because there were no "remote lines" to other campus buildings.
The fledgling operation was also in short supply of music programming.
The staff worked out arrangements with the local record dealers to
loan records to the station for a "credit line" over the air. 4
2Letter to USU President Franklin Harris from Burrell F. Hansen,
March 24, 1950, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
3 Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968.

4 Letter to President Harris, March 24, 1950, (Ibid.) .
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KVSC on the air

Testing operations of KVSC began March 6, 1950.

Because of the

poor quality signal that had to be sent out during the testing periods,
the operation of the station was not publicized.

KVSC could be received

on a standard radio set at 700 kilocycles on the dial.

The signal

was received by the set via the electrical outlet to which the set
was connected.

It was disappointing when the station went on the air, as it was
discovered that the KVSC signal did not cover all of Logan.

Professor

Hansen wrote to President Harris saying:
It can generally be said that the signal is of
sufficient intensity to provide reception of intelligible
quality in the area between the College as far west as
Main street.
(There are localities in this region where
this is not true.) The Pre-fabs, and new housing to the
East of the College gets our signal very well . We had
hoped for city-wide coverage, and still remain under our
power limitations, but the unpredictability of coverage
for this type broadcasting has been obviated by our
experimental testing, and we know our limitations . .
it should be noted that there are potentially six or
seven thousand listeners in the area we do cover. 5
President Harris responded saying:
. , . You seem to be proceeding in a very satisfactory
manner . I listened to one or two of the broadcasts
and have been highly pleased with them.
I am sure that all of us are going to b~ very
proud of the thing which you are setting up.
The station formally signed on the air April 6, 1950, with the
public invited to the opening broadcast from the LDS Institute.

The

KVSC broadcasting hours were 7 A.M. to 8 A.M . , and from 7 P.M. to
5 Ibid.
6
Letter from USU President, Franklin Harris to Burrell F. Hansen,
March 27, 1950, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
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9 P .M. Monday through Fri day.

The station was comple t ely s t affed

by student personnel of the Utah State Radio Guild.

Lee Frischknecht

was the first student manager of the station , and got the station underway with the help of Professors Hansen and Clark . 7
Programming of the station included music, news, educational
featur es, drama and sports.

KVSC came up against a problem in broad-

casting the a thletic events because of the contractual agr eements
the athletic department had with KVNU.

Dr. Hansen wrote the Athletic

Council seeking permission for t he students to broadcast the spo rting
event s .

He stated that:

"Many students he r e at our school are anxio us

to r eceive training and experience in the broadcasting of such events."
He clearly stated t hat the station would stand behind the Council' s
efforts to get the Univer sity sports out t o as wide an audience as
possible, although he did feel that students and friend s of the
University who could pick up KVSC would "have a special interest in
the broadcast of our college a thletic events without the intrusion of
commercials for products in which our school nor studentbody has little
interest."

8

The Athletic Council and KVNU met on the subject and a compromise
was presented to the campus station.

Students who were interest ed

in training and experience in sportscasting would be given space in
7
Letter to Radio Broadcaste r s from Lee Frischknecht, Student
Manager of KVSC, April 4, 1950, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Student
Organization).
8
Lett e r to King Hendricks, Chairman of the Athletic Council f r om
Burre ll Hansen, Ap ril 14, 1950. (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
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the press box to record the games on tape.
not be broadcast.

The tape , however, could

It was to be used as a means for students to self-

evaluate their play-by-play techniques.

The Council gave the station

the permission to carry events that KVNU did not carry or have contract
rights to. 9
During the summer session in 1950, Utah State University appointed
Louis L. Madsen as its new President.

President Madsen asked for a

brief account of the station and its proposed budget.

The request

submitted totaled $700: $200 for each of the three regular quarters
and $100 for the first Summer School session.

The request was granted.

The staff had hoped that remote lines could be installed into the main
auditorium and other buildings on the campus so that KVSC might better
serve the studentbody of the University. 10
Programming KVSC
Some of the outstanding programs presented during the year were
outlined in a letter to the faculty members:
If you enjoy good music, you are invited to listen to a
special series of symphonic programs to be broadcast over
the campus radio station, KVSC. Through a special arrangement with the Federal Radio Education Committee, we have
obtained "Orchestras of the World," a series of one-hour
programs featuring various European Symphonic groups.
These programs will be broadcast Wednesdays at 9 P. M.
If you are living in those parts of town wher e KVSC can
be heard, we invite you to tune to 700 on your dial
Wednesday, January 17th, at 9 p.m. to hear the first in
this series, the RIAS Symphony of Berlin. On succeeding
Wednesday evenings you may hear orchestras from Denmark,
Austria, Britain and Belgium. So far as we can learn,
these programs are being broadcast in this area only by
9Letter to Student Life (Logan) from Burrell F. Hansen, November 14,
1950, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
10
Letter to President Louis L. Madsen from Burrell F. Hansen,
September 15, 1950, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
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the college station. Our auditions of those programs
have shown them to especially be good, and worthy of adult
listening.
Also on KVSC schedule we recommend:
"A Little Night Music" -- a series of classical music
programs arranged from recorded libraries by one of our
best versed students of music, and regularly presented
each Tuesday and Thursday evening at 9 P. M. over KVSC.
Professor Wendell Anderson's news commentary, which is
presented each Wednesday evening at 7:15.
"Excursions in Science" -- discussions about scientific

subjects, presented each Monday at 8:15p.m.
Speech Department -- discussions of the theatre, radio,
discussions and speech correction services of the USAC
Department of Speech and Drama • • . Mondays, 7:30P.M. 11
KVSC forced to leave the air
Before the station reached its first birthday, tragedy happened.
Inspectors from the FCC arrived on the campus on March 27, 1951.

The

examiners found that the power of KVSC was markedly over t he acceptable limits allowed by the Commission for this type of broadcast
operation.

The University was ordered to shut the transmitt er down

immediately and not to return to the air until it complied with th e
power requirements.

The engineers tried several times to reduce

the power, but each attempt failed.

12

The station did stay on to have

its first birthday party then left the air.

13

I n a statement prepared for the Studentbody President, John
Carlisle and members of the Student Council, Professor Hansen expressed
the attitudes of the KVSC staff:
1

~etter to faculty members from Burrell Hansen, January 16, 1951,
(Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
12
Letter to Studentbody President, John Carlisle, July - October
1952, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
13

Hansen, private interview, December 10 , 1968.
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The system employed . . • was similar to that in use at
BYU. The opinion generally shared by the KVSC staff is that
commercial radio interests in Logan were instrumenta! in

effecting our closure, for KBYU is still operating. 1
KVSC broadcasts over KVNU
The staff organization of KVSC continued.
"if you can't lick'em, join'em."

It was decided that

During the school year of 1951-52,

the student staff inaugurated a series of half -hour programs twice a
week from the KVSC studios to KVNU via telephone lines.
a new venture in broadcasting for Utah State.

15

This began

Dean Carlton Culmsee

worked out the arrangements with Reed Bullen, General Manager of KVNU,
in setting up the broadcasts.

KVNU agreed to paying half of the expenses

for the telephone line between the two stations.

16

The Radi o Guild

continued the broadcasting while Professors Hansen, Larry Cole, and
Wendell Anderson began work on obtaining an FM broadcasting license
for Utah State University.
FM broadcasting for Utah State University?
Larry Cole, the Radio-Engineer for the University suggested that
KVSC would benefit more by returning to the air as a low power frequency modulation (FM) station rather than a carrier-current operation.
This possibility was put to further study.

Professor Hansen conducted

a survey of radio r eceivers in the Logan area.

Using a random sample,

14Letter to Studentbody President, John Carlisle, July-October, 1952.
15
Janice Keller, "History of KVSC," (Radio and Television files,
KVSC and the Press).
16
Letter from Dean Carlton Culmsee to Burrell Hansen, October 18,
1951 , (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
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291 homes were visited and interviewers inspected the radio sets in the
home.

Indications were that 1,500 or 38 percent of the homes in Logan

had FN receivers.

Nerchants reported that they were selling a great

number of sets to people outside of Logan.

17

Inquiry was made of the Federal Communications Commission about
the problems of applying for an FM license.

The reply indicated that

a construction permit could be processed in abo ut thre e weeks with a
properly filled-out application request.

The commission suggested

that an ins titution such as Utah State would likely be granted permission without any problems.

Wendell Anderson, of the Political

Science Department, offered his assistance in acting as legal counsel
for the station.
Research pointed out that the cost of an FM station would quite
likely be no more than the carrier-current system, and would provide
greater coverage, covering most of the Valley with static-free, fadefree, high fidelity reception.

18

FM facilities will provide a laboratory
The Radio Committee, an organization, organized by Professor
Hansen, of influential faculty appointed by the President's Office,
asked Professor Hansen to prepare a statement on the proposed training
facilities at Utah State.

He stated that it is the land-grant Institution's

obligation to provide broadcast training:
17Letter to USU President Louis L. Madsen from Burrell Hansen,
April 10, 1951, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
18

Ibid.
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As a matter-of-fact, that portion of the land-grant act
which states: "Monies so invested . • . shall he appropriated
by each State for the • . . support and maintenance of at
least one college where the leading object shall be . • .
to promote the liberal and practical education of the
industrial classes in the several pursuits and professions
in life." suggest to me that it is not only within the
province of the college but it is mandatory that the college
should make available such training.
The appropriate administrative officials of this
institution gave t acit approval to this objective when
they approved the addition of radio, speech and production
courses to the curriculum two years ago.l9
It was pointed out that in 1948, a joint committee of professional
and educational broadcasters, who met to draw up standards for
collegiate broadcast training, made it clear that:
"Students must have daily logged broadcasting experience.
This logged broadcasting activity must be a regularly scheduled
activity as a function of a broadcasting outlet such as
a university station to which students have adequate access,
regular broadcasts over commercial stations or wireless broadcasting to the campus."
Not only is this a requirement specif ied by the joint
committee on radio training, it is one of the first questions
asked of ~~r students when they apply for jobs at broadcasting
stations .
Commercial stations had agreed to carry some of the programs
produced by the students, but they were reluctant to let them at the
controls of the station.
The statement asked the administration to provide a well-equipped
laborat ory for the 92 students in broadcast training.

It was pointed

out that the cost of such a facility would be under $1,500, a pittance
as compared to other laboratories on the campus.

The proposed

labora t ory would provide the following advantages:
19 Burrell F. Hansen, "Statement of Proposed Radio Training
Facilities of USAC," May 9, 1951, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
20 Ibid.
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1.
2.

3.
4.

It would provide a realistic training l aboratory in
radio broadcasting . . . .
Opportunity for experimentation in radio programming is
made available . There is some cause for questioning of
standards and procedures of much commercial broadcasting--yet, th ere is little provision made for experimentation wi th other s t andar ds and procedur es . Our
colleges are a logica l source for such experimentation.
A. Educational, in-school broadcasting could be
investigated.
B. Methods of aural presenta t ion for information and
instructions t o farmers and rural dwe lle rs.
C. Methods of presentation of the methods and results
of scientific res earch to listeners.
Radio broadca sting is a fascinating i ndustry and it
does attract the interest of our college students, and
of high school visitors . . . .
The college ne eds a pool of trained r adio people. The
c ommercial stations do not produce our programs for us

a ny lon ger ; we must produce them ourselves. Our
experience with KSL "Utah Colleges" progr ams this year
are evidence of this . A broadcasting station wou ld
he lp us gathe r and train students which could assist in
these ventures.2l
There were some objections indicating that having a campus s t at ion
may be jeopardizing the Un iversi t y's relations with KVNU.

It was

clearly pointed out tha t the co ll ege sta tion would be a non- commercial
operation : not competing for the adver t iser's dollar as does the
activitie s of Student Life, dai r y manufacturing , the sale of apple
cide r , and the cafeterias on campus.

The programming o f th e station wou ld be experimental and would
use a student s t aff.

If the students deve loped more interesting

programs than the commercia l s t a tion, then there would be nothing
holding th e station back from hiring the stude nts or taking th e pro gr am.
The campus programs, in fact, wou ld be made ava ila ble to th e commercial
station for simultaneous broadca s t, thus enabling them to keep their
audience while airing the college pr esentations.
2 lrbid.
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The campus station would be a ble to train more students who could
help produce the University radio programs that were sent out to other
stations in the state.

The station would provide a place for good

classroom productions to be broadcast.

It would also provide the

facilities for experimental productions.
studios were in operation 18 hours a day.

The commercial station's
A campus station, therefore,

would eliminate the University's demand upon their st udio s.

22

After this statement had been written, Professor Hansen added
this additional note before he sent it on to President Madsen:
You listen to the radio--how much of it is worthwhile? Why? Because the present leaders in the broadcast industry have not had the benefit of higher education!
Could we not assist in rectifying this by making it
possible for educated men and women t2 learn to use thi s
very important communications me dium? 3
It seemed, hm<ever, that a broadcasting station for Utah State
University was not going to be.

President Madsen wrote back to

Professor Hansen and said that he did not feel that the college was
ready to proceed on an application for the station; there was too
much opposition among the faculty.

"Dean Daryl Chase," the President

said, "seems to feel that from a public relations point of view we
could probably get greater coverage by submitting tape recordings to
various stations in Utah and preserve good cooperative relations with
our own station by so doing."

24

Need les s to say, there were strong feelings present.

It seemed

that no matter which way the KVSC s taff and Professor Hansen moved,
22

23

Ibid.
rbid.

24Letter from President Madsen to Burrell F. Hansen, June 23, 1951,
(Rad io-Te levision files, KVSC Organization).
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there seemed to be someone expressing opposi tion to the proposal .
Professor Ha ns en wrote back to President Madsen and made his feelings
clear:

"I would like to see some evidence that KVNU a nd its manageme nt

is in any way concerned with being 'our station.'

He emphasized to

th e President that he would be more than willing to talk to him about
the station personally, but the invitation had not been offered. 25
Dean Chase, Director of Public Relations, was interested in
protecting the Institution's rela t ionship to other stations.

He asked

Profes sor Hansen how to set up an effective public relations program
and recording unit.

Perhaps Dean Chase was trying to divert the KVSC

staff energy into another area, but it did of fer Professor Hansen an
opportunity to express his feelings on the whole matter of radio
broadcast ing from Utah State University.

He said that there was a

lack of supervision of any kind, and he felt that all radio programs
of th e University should come under one person who was responsible
for the production and presentation of the total broadcasting efforts
of the University.

He summarized the conditions that were present

in 1951:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Training broadcasts lie within the Speech and School
of Arts and Sciences jurisdiction.
Extension Services broadcasts are under the direction
of the Extension Editor .
Departmental broadcasts need only the supervision
of the departments involved.
Public relations recordings shall be supervised by
the "Public Relations Radio Committee."
No one seems to know who shall direct the programs
now in progress.
"Ham" broadcasting supervised by Elec trical Engineering .

25 Letter to President Louis Madsen from Burrell Hansen, June, 1951,
(Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization).
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"Public Rela tions broadcasts,

11

said Professor Ha nsen,

11

needs to be

defined, and th at there should be control over the situation." 26
Dean Chase was later to become the President of t he University.
This letter may have had something to do with the appointment that he
gave Professor Hansen: that of Chairman of Radio and Television, when
he became President.
Letters from the Student Counci l and from int erested administrators
were written t o President Hadsen asking him to take the matter of the
FM station to the Board of Trustees and ask them fo r permission to apply
for a licens e.

Dean Culmsee wrote the President and stated:

"In my

opinion a low-power f r equency modulation radio station, such as has
been proposed, would be helpful to the College in pub l ic relations
ways."

The Dean felt that the s tation could be a valuable asset to

KVNU by producing some of the public service programs that they were
normally asked to produce .

The propos ed FM station would be providing

KVNU, and other s tations, a service by training qualifie d personnel to
fill vacancies as they occurred in their operations.

Classroom training

needed to be linked with laboratory training to provide well-trained
people.

Dean Culmsee also mentioned that the s ignificant public relations

aspe c t could be greatly inhanced by KVNU and the Ins titution working
t ogether.

KVNU, he said, would cooperate by linking up with the FM

station. 27
Discouragement persisted even after the Student Council had adopted
the station prop osa l and several top administrators had written to th e
26
Letter to Dean Daryl Chase from Burrell F. Hansen, July 11, 1951,
(Radio-Te levision files, KVSC organization).
27 Letter t o Pres ident Louis Madsen from Dean Carlton Culmsee ,
October 13, 1951, (Radio-Television files, KVSC Organization) .
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Pr esident ur ging him to bring the matter up before th e Board of Tru s t ees.
The President r efus ed by saying "that he didn't know enough about i t
yet!"

Professor Hansen said in a l e tter to Chester Myers, "It would

appear th at if the President were a t all concerned about the problem
that he would have made an effort to find ou t something about it by
now. u28

After seven months of writing to the Pr esident's office by administrators a nd oth ers, President Madsen finally took th e matter before
the Board of Trustees on December 8, 1951.
The Board of Trustees of Utah State Agr icultural College
met on December 8, 1951, in a regular monthly mee ting with
a quorum enabling the Board to cond uct offic i a l business.
Trustee Pr eston moved that the Board apply for t his
l icense and the application for a non-comme rcial , educa -

tional purpose be authorized.
The motion was seconded by Trustee Saunders.

The

motion was carr ie d with Trustee Bullen voting "No."

The officer executing this a ppli ca tion i s a uth orize d
to do so.
s/ Louis L. Madsen, Presid ent
Utah Stat e Agricultural College. 29
Trust ee Bullen, the only dissenting vote, owned KVNU Ra dio .
FM station was about to become a r eali t y.

The

Along with the permission

to a pply for licen se, th e Board gra nt ed $200 toward the project.
The application was pr epar ed and s ent to the FCC; it included
th is r e quired statement of KVSC's "proposed purposes, plans, and
. programs."

The purpos e of said station shall be to operate in th e
public interest, convenience a nd nece s s ity, dir ec tly and

indirectly.

It is int ended that th e station shall dir ec tly

2~ett e r to Chester Mye r s, Depar t ment Head, Sp eech, from Burr e ll
F. Hansen, October 17, 1951, (Radio - Television files, KVS C Organization).

2 9"Exhibit A. " FCC Applica tion for KVSC FM r a dio station, (Rad ioTelevis ion files, FCC Application s - - KVSC) .
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serve the cause of out-of-school education and the public
interest by providing broadcast services designed to add to
people's understanding of the issues of the day, to encourage
their participation in educational causes and activities,

to promote their appreciations in the arts and sciences.
It is intended, furthermore, that the personnel of the
station shall be constituted largely of students . These
students, it is believed, will di rectly derive the following
kinds of educational experiences; (a) enlargement of their
scope of interests through their developing of diversified
radio programs ; (b) learning to cooperate in the planning
and production of programs; (c) extension of their human
sympathies, appreciations and knowledge through contact
with significant subject matter of their programs; (d)
development of their communicative skills; (e) enrichment
of their appreciation of the potentialities of the radio
medium; and (f) preparation for a useful vocation. It
is hoped that the public interest will be served
indirectly, by the infusion of broadly educated individuals
into the broadcasting industry.
Public interest and necessity shall be further served
through allowing the interchange and experience of opinion
through public discussion without monetary pressures and
fears of commercial broadcasters. No greater public need
exists in the world today perhaps, than that of the replacement of ignorance, fear, and superstition with the knowledge,
faith, and critical judgment. This station proposes to
work toward fulfillment of these needs. Many aspects of
a college education shall become avai lable to the out-ofschool public through the programs offerings of the station.
It is further intended that facili ties of the proposed
kind would serve to advance education in, and knowledge of
the broadcast medium by making possible some experimental
work in programing. Since the content and sequence of
programs could be controlled by the educational owner of
said station, certain experimental situations could be
set up from which additional knowledge of this form of
communication could be derived . Positive information of this
kind would no doubt serve the long range i nterests of the
public.
It could also be noted that should this application be
approved, this station would be the only one offering FM
services to this area, with the attendant advantages of
this form of broadcasting.
For the above reason it is felt that the operation of
such a station would be in the interest, convenience, and
necessity.30
30Ibid., "Exhibit F."
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The University received permis s ion to constr uct the !Cf! station
on th e campus, on June 23, 1952 , with an assignment t o operate on
a frequency of 88.1 megacyc le s with a radiat ed power of 10 watts;
permission also was granted to the station for operat i on of unlimited
time during each day.

The construc ti on of th e station had to begin

no lat er than August 23, 19 52 , and was to be completed by February 23 ,
195 3 . 31
KVSC goes on the air
On Apri l 9, 1953, two years and t wo days after the carrier-current
l eft the air , Utah State Universi t y began operating an FM broadcasting
station using th e same equipment and studios that had been used for
the old KVS C.

The station had the distinction of being the only

major Utah college station in operation on a regular basis.

Listeners

of KVSC we r e provided with 30 hours of programing a week. 32
The official opening t ook place Wednesday evening, April 15, 1953,
in the Little Theater of Old Main where administrative officials of
the University helped to ina ugurat e the new broadcasting station. 33
In addition to new transmi ssion equipment resulting from the change
to FM, the s tudent staff had increased, and new programing offered.

A

31 "Non-Commercial Educational FM Broadcast Station Construction
Permit, " June 23, 1952, (Radio-Television files, FCC Applications--KVSC).
32

"KVSC Looks to Student Union," Student Life (Logan), May 26, 1953,

p. 9.

33 "FM Radio Station Launched in Ceremonies at USAC , " Sal t Lake
Tribune , April 16, 1953.
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transcription library gave the FN over 6 , 000 musical selec t ions .
Residents of the campus and Cache Valley now were able to tune in on
campus activities, educational programs and music. 34
On January 26, 1954, the Student Council passed a proposal
approving $6 ,000 for equipping new studios that were planned for the
new Student Union Building.

An equipment li s t was drawn up fo r

President Dixon's approval in Nay of 1954. 35

He was slow to act on

the proposal, and on July 16, Professor Hansen and Unive r sity Business
Nanager, Dee Broadben t, met with him; at which time Nr . Broadbent
" opposed the student expenditure for the radio equipment in t he Union."
On November 30, 1954, Nr . Broadben t called to say that President Dixon
want ed to talk again about the radio equipment.

36

The meeting was

canceled because on December 3, Utah State had a new President,
Daryl Chase.

President Dixon had been cal led to finish serving a

term in the United States Congress.

37

President Chase went into the

KVSC studios on the afternoon of January 14, 1955, to record a radio
program.

He told Professor Hansen that the school needed expanded

facilities.

38

On February 1, 1956, a year and a month after President

Chase came int o the office, he authorized $6,000 for new equipment
in the Union Building studios. 39
34 "College Radio Station is On Again Tonight," Her ald Journal,
(Logan), April 15, 1953, p. 6.
35 Letter to President Dixon from Burrell F. Hansen, Nay 12, 1954,
(Radio-Televis ion files, KVSC Organization).
36

Hansen, diary, November 30, 1954.

37 Hansen, private interview, Nar ch 21, 19 69 .
38

J9

Hansen, diary, January 14, 1955 .
Ibid., February 1, 1956 .

48
Dr. Hansen held a meeting in the Union Building studios on March
17, 1955, with Professor Larry Col e , engineering, and Harold Wadsworth,
Physical Plant, to finalize their plans for construction of the new
studios.

40

Some of the equipment began to arrive in the Union Building by
the middle of May.

41

By September 4, 1956, Professor Hansen was able

to do "a couple of recordings in the new studio with the electricians
dashing in and out. "

42

The studios were comprised of a control room, two studios, and an
office.

The control room boasted a deluxe, six channel, dual purpose

Gates console; two RCA turntables; two tape recorders, an Ampex 350
and a Berlant.

Adorning the studios were RCA velocity microphones , a

Shure dynamic control room microphone, and an electro-voice microphone.
The facilities also included a remote control board for special remote
broadcasts anywhere on campus .
The station's music library included:

the transcription library,

500 albums, and over 2,000 single records--classical, jazz, and pop
music.

The pride and show place of the station was Studio B, equipped

with modern furnishings and carpets; a place of beauty and function. 43
The campus station served several purposes such as:

Supplementary

training for USU students enrolled in speech, education, and engineering
40
41
42

Hansen, diary, March 27' 1956.

Ibid., May 15, 1956.
Ibid . , September 14, 1956.

43J anice Keller, "KVSC News," (no da te, but probably written in
April of 1957 for the open house of the new studios), Radio-Television fi les,
KVSC and the Press.
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courses, and all others int eres t ed in broadcasting; providing an
adjunct in the area of student public relations by presenting announcements of activities and campus problems and the presentations of
student talent, forums, and on-the-spot pick-up of activities.

The

station was to also aid in communication research projects and present
educational programs to students and the general public.
experimental work with new program ideas .

It would do

The facilities as a laboratory,

would be used for training broadcasters who would go out into the
commercial world with new ideas and skills that would be used in upgrading commercial radio.

44

The station then, had two primary functions:
student r elation s .

Educational and

The educational functions came under the direction

of the faculty advisor, Head of the Speech Department, and the Dean of
Humanities and Arts.

Student relations were handled by the Student

Council through the station's representative of Public Relations. 45
The KVSC staff reached as high as forty members when the st ud entbody was not much over 3,000 students.

Activity was fast paced with

the staff preparing programs for the campus station as well as the
product ion of the programs for the commercial stations. 46

KVSC was

accepted into membership of the National Association of Educational
Broadcasters (NAEB) in April of 1954.

Through membership in this

organization the campus station could receive special programs produced
44 statement of the goals of KVSC, April , 1954, (Radio-Television
files, KVSC Organization).
45

Ibid.

46 Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968 .
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by NAEB member stations.

47

Utah State used a few of these programs

in its broadcasts over the local radio outlets .

KVSC contributed to

the NAEB tape network in 1955 by producing, "The Wandering Ballad
Singer . "

The program featured a Utah State University student,

Barre Toelken, and was produced by KVSC's student manager Bert Bell.
"The Wandering Ballad Singer" was carried over 61 educational radio
stations in the USA and Hawaii.

48

KVSC broadcasts over KVNU
When the old carrier-current station was forced to leave the air
by the FCC, the staff began working with KVNU radio to get programs
from the campus out to the students and general public in Cache Valley.
Programs were of educational interest as well as programs featuring
talent and information from campus groups and organizations.

For

eleve n years (1952-1963) KVNU presented programs produced by the KVSC
staff.

Prior to the campus station going on the air again, the

programs were relayed to the downtown station via telephone lines.
Later, in 1958, FM receivers were installed in the commercial stations
(by that time Logan had two, KVNU and KLGN) that eliminated the need
for the telephone lines.

The receivers allowed the commercial stations

to pick up the program of KVSC on their receivers and re-transmit it
over their stations.
47
"USAC Radio Station Named To National Organization," Salt Lake
Tribune, March 21, 1954, p. 6 .
48 "College Station Program On Na tional Network," USAC News
Bureau Release, September 27, 1955, (Radio-Television files, KVSC and
the Press).
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For some time, the campus broadcasting staff prepared two halfhour programs for KVNU to broadcast on Tuesday and Friday nights .

The

activity increased during 1956 to two hours and 45 minutes of program
material each week.

The faculty and administ r ation discussed campus

programs and activities on "Utah State Review."

Students prepared an

hour-long variety program each week featuring the talent listed on the
University 1 s

11

Entertainment Bureau roster. 11

Other programs included

"Lo cker Room I nterview" a nd the University's courses for credit programs
"College of the Air."

50

In 1958, KVSC had expanded its programing service considerably
with an hour of program material being broadcast over KVNU nightly
except for Saturday and Sunday.

In an article prepared for the NAEB

Newsletter, Professor Hansen tells of the activities of KVSC with
KVNU and KLGN:
KVSC of Utah State University, which , since 195 3 , has
been broadcasting on low power FM a schedule of ' educa t ional
and e nte rtainment' pro gr ams to the ci t y of Logan, Ut ah,
has recently comple t ed arr angemen t s which will increase
the size of the audiences to a number of it s programs.
Agreements hav e been r eached whereby a selected numb e r
of programs in the KVSC schedule will be re-broadcast
by local commercial M1 stations . FM r eceive rs have
been installed at the AM sta t ions by KVSC engineers ,
and authorized programs a r e t hen re-broadcast on AM
to all Nor thern Utah and areas of surrounding states
which are included in the coverage of these more
powerful stations.
Dr . Burrell Hansen, Director of KVSC , reports that
community interest in the r e -br oadcas t is high, and t ha t
the commercial stations a r e very coopera tive in the
proj ec t and appear anxious to secure addit i onal programs aut horiza tions for re - broadcas t. Nee dl ess t o
SO"Fact Sheet," Utah State University , March 2 , 1956, (RadioTelevision files, Corres pondence).
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say this has created considerable new interest in
KVSC as an FM station as we11. 5
Many of the programs that made up the nightly one-hour schedule
came from the National Association of Educational Broadcasters ' tape
network of which KVSC was a member.
With a ll of this r e -b roadcasting, there was bound to be some
problems.

KVNU staff announcers complained that the programs were of

poor quality; they demanded that the managemen t eliminate the entire
schedule of Utah State or at least confine i t to one night a week .
Mr. Bullen wrote that "he hoped 'educational radio' would catch on
and work to the advantage of the station , instead of the otherwise
as it is at the present time. " 52
The KVSC staff said that the programs left the KVSC studios with
good quality; that the KVNU staff announcers did not keep t he FM
receiver properly tuned to KVSC's signal.

It is not clear whether

the KVNU announcers were really complaining abou t the reception, or
whether they did not like the types of programs from the University .
It may have been both.

There were faults on both sides.

programs continued to the end of Spring quarter in 1959.

The nightly
53

It is not certain how many listeners tuned to KVNU to hear the
programs from Utah State.

Dr. Hansen did write a letter to Reed

51 Letter to William Bender , Editor , NAEB Newsletter, from Burrell
F. Hans en, 195 8, (Radio-Television files, Correspondence 1958).
52
Letter from Reed Bullen, Genera l Manager, KVNU , December 4,
1956, (Radio-Television files).
53
Jerry Allen, Manager of KUSU- FM, private interview, Logan , Utah ,
March 1968 .
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Bullen telling him of the requests that he had received from the
programs being broadcast over the station.
Fall quarter when the series on Juvenile Delinquency was
being broadcas t we had inquiries from our Sociology Department about permission to re-use the entire series in the

classes. We were unable to secure permission to do this,
but they did refer in class to broadcasts and informed their
students of the subjects and broadcast times. In response
to the series "Stretching Your Family Income" also broadcast
fall quarter, and in which an offer of a free booklet was
made, we received requests for 40 booklets. We forwarded
these requests, and have no way of knowing if requests were
made directly to the program originators . We did learn
that one of t he University Wards used some of the booklets
for discussions in their meetings, whether MIA or Sunday
School, I don't know.
Our series on "Wh en Disaster Strikes" was heard and

requests received from the Civil Defense Women's Director
for permission to use the tape in a meeting before the
Logan City Officials and Civil Defense Workers of the
region. Faculty members of our History Department have
referred their students to the series "The Living Past . " 54
When KVNU affiliated with the A.B.C. Radio network early in
1960, it forced a change in the programing.
cut to a nightly half-hour.
except one.

The KVSC schedule was

KVSC eliminated all the NAEB programs

The new line-up of programs included the following:

"Utah State Preview," featuring news of Utah State University; "These

Are Our Neighbors," a production presented by the foreign students;
"Curtain Going Up," selected readings presented by the USU Theatre
Department; "Songs That Live," folk-ballads by Al Rubin, a USU student;
"Wilderness Ways," a conservation program with Jess Lowe of the Wildlife
Department; a student talent show, " Utah State On The Air," and
Friday nights the schedule was rounded out with "USU Forum," a digest of
lectures presented on the campus during the week. 55
54
55

Letter to Reed Bullen, March 27, 1959, (Radio-Television fi l es) .
KVSC Schedule, 1959-60, (Radio-Television files, Correspondence) .
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The most active years of the cooperative broadcast between Utah
State's KVSC and KVNU were from 1956 to 1959.

In these years , several

programs a week were re-broadcast over the KVNU station .

"USU Preview"

and "Around the Horld" continued to be aired over KVNU until the conelusion of spring quarter in 1963.

It was decided by th e managemen t of

KUSU-FM that the programs no longer had the appeal for a large audience
as they once had.

56

The radio stations in Logan had gone to the shorter

program formats of three to five minutes as compared to the half-hour
and quarter-hour programs that they once used .
Broadcasting on KVNU continued only through the farm programs produced by the Utah State University Extension Services, which they
began i n 1960.
KVSC bro adcasting over KLGN
In 1954, Cache Valley received its second commercial station:
KLGN.

As far as it can be dete r mined , Utah State University did not

work with the station until 1958, at which time KVSC made arrangements
to install an FM receiver in the KLGN facility for broadcasts from KVSC.
In September, arrangements were made for a dai l y program, }londay
through Friday, from 4:00 to 5:00 P. M. at the rate of $1 per hour by the
Station Manager, Bruce Hymas, and Dr. Hansen.
can celled by KLGN's owner two weeks later . 57

The agreement was
The r eason given

was that KLGN, a day-time only station, thought the time was too
56Allen, private intervi ew, March 1968.
57 Letter from Bruce Hymas, Station Manager , KLGN, to Burrell Hansen,
September 3, 1958, (Radio-Te l evision files, Correspondence 1958).
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valuable to "give away ."

The time had to be sold at regular commercial

rat es to bring in the requir ed revenue .

KLGN did invite the University

to suggest another schedule that the station might carry because they
were interested in presenting the programs . 58
During 1959 , KLGN began carrying "Exploring Music," an hour
classical music program; a science program; and

11

USU Preview."

early in 1959, KLGN changed owners and managemen t.

Also

The President and

General Manager wr ote letters to th e University saying that KLGN did
not like the programs that KVSC was broadcasting over the commercial
station.
format.

The Manager said that t he progr ams we r e against KLGN' s
The station cancelled all programs from the University except

"USU Preview," even though they considered it poor quality.
In evaluating the programs, Gary Ziser of KLGN wrote:
Our policy with Utah State Unive rs ity radio material
can be summed up in thi s way: We feel that you should
seek time for Exploring Music on a st a tion which makes a
policy of progr aming c l assical music . We feel that the
science program is defini tely damaging to us commercially.
We cannot carry this program as a public service. USU
Preview is acceptable to us as a pub lic service program.
We want you to understand that a ny program in keeping
with our format would be acceptable as public service .
Since you mentioned t he possibility of buying time
for the science series, I can state that we rarely turn
down an offer to sponsor a program. In your case , we
would accept the science program on a sponsored basis,
but since it is not in keeping with our format, we
would reserve the right to air this series from 6:30
to 7:00 P. M. Our r egular 13 Week Contrac t Rate for
30 minutes is $15.10 pe r broadcast .59
KVSC concl ud ed " Explo ring Music" Sunday, March 29; t ermina t ed
the science program, March 31, 1959.

"USU Preview" was r e-

5 8 Ibid., September 22 , 1958.
59

Ibid., Gary Ziser, President and Manager KLGN, March 12, 1959.

57
scheduled for broadcast at 6:30P.M. beginning April 7.
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New changes at KVSC
During the SO's KVSC was bustling with all types of activities;
they were active members in the NAEB; producing "The Wandering
Ballad Singer."
1948.

~

The Radio Guild came into existence in the fall of

Its members were busy each week producing and presenting radio

programs over KSL, KVNU and other radio stations in the state.

In

1951, a regular weekly series began on KVNU and KLGN in 1958.

KVSC

joined the NAEB tape network which provided programs for presentation
over KVSC, KVNU and KLGN.

In 1960, because of the increased membership

dues to the NAEB tape network, and the advent of Utah State's tele vision production studios, drastic changes were made in the programing
of KVSC.
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New name 1 new home, more power

- ~he

KVSC radio studios were moved from their plush home in the

Student Union Building to the Radio- Television Center on the east side
of the campus in 1961.

The center was a converted Quonset building

that had been used as a church for LDS students.

In February that same

year, Utah State University received new call letters for the FM station
and call letters for their proposed television station.

The call

letters KUSU-FM were assigned to KVSC and KUSU-TV was assigned to the
proposed television station by the FCc.
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Letter to KLGN from Burrell Hansen, March 27, 1959, (RadioTelevision files, Correspondence 1959).
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Hansen, private interview, February 3, 1969.

Letter to Utah State University from the Federal Communications
Commission, February 2, 1961, (Radio-Television files, KUSU-TV) .
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With the coming in of the television production center, radio
took a back seat.

Many students were spending more time working in

television production than radio.

Television also had the added draw

of paying students for their time spent in production.

Radio production

had relied solely on the glamour of broadcasting to attract students
into its ranks .

With television , the glamour had gone from radio.

During the SO's the KVSC staff numbered into the 40's.
staff dropped to about 25 persons.

In 1960, the

These 25 persons were doing more
63

work than when the staff was larger.
FM receivers were growing in number, and mo re people were beginning
to enjoy FM quality.

Salt Lake City AN stations were building FM

sister stations with powerful transmitters that brought FN signals into
Logan.

This created a demand for AN/FM-TV consoles.

This meant more

potential listeners.
By 1962, the FM operation had grown to the point that a full-time
professional broadcaster was hired as its manager.

Before this time,

the manager had been a graduate student in broadcasting.

Jerry Allen,

a former member of the KVSC staff, and a young man who had considerable
commercial broadcasting experience, took over as station manager.

began to incorporate new ideas into the station ' s programing.

He

One

change was broadcasting the "Standard School Broadcast" in the evening
so school teachers could preview the program before it came into their
classroom the following week.

This idea was approved by the Standard

Oil Company of California, the producers of the program.
63 Hansen, private interview, February 3 , 1969.

They liked

59

it so well, that they suggested that this plan be followed by other
stations airing their program across the country.
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In 1963, Professor Hansen felt that the time had come for the FM
station to have an increase in power to give better service to Cache
Valley and become a more integral part of the broadcasting service
offered by the University.

Professor Hansen outlined his reasons for

increasing the power of KUSU-FM to President Chase:
There are several factors which justify re-evaluation
of this operation . (1) A number of national radio program
sources are now available through the National Association
Of Educational Broadcasters Tape Network , the Na ti onal Tape
Recording Catalog of the N.E . A., and from the Broadcasting
Foundation of America. (2) There is a growing interest
throughout the nation in F. M., which is being reflected in
this area. (3) Hithin the teaching ranks there appears to
be an awakening awareness that educational radio has a
potential which can be utilized in some ways with equal
effectiveness and at considerable less cost than educational television. These suggest that the time is at hand for
KUSU-FM to be given the function, to a much greater extent
that hereto~gre, of a radio program service of Utah State
University.
Professor Hansen went on to explain that the station had made
plans for obtaining programs and teaching materials for a series of
pilot programs in the local elementary schools .

The principals have

indicated their willingness to try the programs out in their schools
during the coming school year (1963-64).
Hansen explained:

The big problem Professor

. lies in our inability to reach the majority

of the population in this area because of insufficient transmitter
power . "

6 4Allen, private interview, February 3, 1969.
1963 .

65 Letter to President Daryl Chase from Burrell Hansen, July 10,
(Radio-Television files, Chairman 1963-1964).
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He proposed that the transmitter power be increased to 250 watts .
With this power increas e and a high gain antenna, the effective power
of the station would be 1,000 watts.

"This hundred-fold increase in

'effective radiated power' would, it is expected, furnish first class
service to all of Cache Valley, parts of Southern Idaho, and part of
the Box Elder County . .

,66

This proposal was brought before the Board of Trustees by President
Chase on October 25, 1963, and approved by that body.

The one stipula-

tion placed by the Board was that there could be no objections by the
commercial stations in the Valley of the proposed power increase. 67
No objections were expressed by the commercial broadcasting
facilities.

KVNU said that it would not oppos e the power increase,

but would not make any further statement on the subject. 68

KUSU-FJol

went on the air in the fall of 1964, with a new frequency assignment of
91.5 megacycles and a radiated power of 1,000 watts.

During this time,

(1964) the station staff began promoting KUSU-FM with the merchants
and doctors and dentist offices of the area.

Many of them indicated

that they enjoyed the music of the campus station which was now broadcasting from 9:00 A. M. until midnight.

The merchants liked the station

on the air with good music to help sell FM radios.

I t was much

easier to sell FM if there was a local station on the air. 69
6 6 Ibid.
67 utah State University Board of Trustees, Jolinutes of the Board
of Trustees, October 25, 1963, (an extract found in the Radio-Television
files, FCC application for FM power increase) .
68 Hansen, private interview, February 3 , 1969.
69Allen, private interview, February 3, 1969 .
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Programming on KUSU-FH in the 60's

From 1960 to th e spring of 1963, KUSU -FH did not have a membership
in th e NAEB tape network; students had to provide the program ideas .
Students having a program idea would record a pilot tape of the proposed
program and submit it to th e Program Director .

If the program pass ed

his approval and th e sta ti on manager's, the series then could go ahead
and be presented over the station .

At various times the station has

bee n very active in student affairs and other campus activities.

At

other times, due t o the l ack of initiative and i nt eres t among th e student
s t aff, program ing was mainly r ecords or pre -r ecorded pr ograms f r om other
schools or na tional organizations .

The station produced s uch programs

as th e fo llowing during 1962-63:
11

Concert From the Campu s "--an hour of c l assica l music pe rformed

by mu sica l groups on the campus.
"Books 'n Things "-- a weekly book rev i ew by Pr o fessor John Patrick
of th e En glis h Department.
"Clas sics Corner"--a week l y hour of class ical music featuring
recor ded concer t s of the world ' s greates t orchestras.

" Exploring Music"--a series of programs produc ed by th e Music
Departme nt which explored music from concer t piano to marching bands. 70
Th e station, for the first time since its establishment in 1950,
went on the a ir for more than six hours a day beginning in the f a ll
of 1963.

At this time , the s t ation had rejoined the NAEB Tape Network.

With this affilia tion, t he s t ation not only received programs for its
regular schedule bu t launched its pilot work on in-school broadcas t i ng.
70KUSU-FM Program Schedule for Winter Quart er 1962-63, (RadioTelevision, Publicity loo se -l eaf file).

62
The new transmitter for the power increase was not ready, but the
programs went on.

The station signed on the air at 9 A. M. and ran

until 2 P.M., with the exception of the noon hour, for in-school
broadcasting.
such as:

11

There were programs for a variety of grades.

Programs

Think Your Answer, 11 a math program; "Science Survey ";

"Western Hemisphere "; "Tales Yet To Come"; and "History Highlights."

The programs were repeated several times during the week--each repeat
being aired at a different hour--thus enabling the classroom to easily
fit the broadcasts into their schedules.

This pilot-in-school service

was under the direction of Rey Barnes, Instructional Program Coordinator
71
for the Radio-Television Center.
There seems to be some disagreement among people involved as to
the success of the pilot programs in the schools.
programs were not broadcast the following year.

Nevertheless, the
One r eason that the

programs were not presented was that KUSU-FM did not renew their
contract with the NAEB.

Station Manager, Jerry Allen, said that the

fees for the service had increased; and that in his opinion the NAEB
programs, those in the regular KUSU- FM schedule, were not very interesting
to the listeners.

Of course, the in-school programs were part of the

stations total tape package from the NAEB tape network.

72

"You are listening to KUSU-FM, 91.5 megacycles on your FM dial
now serving you with 1,000 watts of power," was the station break given
in the fall of 1964 as KUSU-FM went on the air with a power increase and
new frequency assignment.
71

The stat i on also began on an expanded

KUSU-TV-FM Program Guide, Spring 1964, (Radio-Television Publicity
files).

loose~l eaf

72

Allen , private int erview, Feb ruary 3, 1969.
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broadcast schedule.

The station signed on the air at 9:00 A. M. and

signed off at midnight.

The programing was made up of easy listening,

mood and semi- classical music until abo ut 5:00 P. M.

At that time,

the station presented educational programs until 8:30 P. M.

The long

running classical program, "A Little Night Music ," began at 8:30 P. M.
and went until 10:00 P. M.

The two hou rs after 10:00 P. M. were

devoted to the playing of soft music for students to study by.

This

ten to midnight program was one of the most popular pr ograms on KUSU-FM .
An increased schedule began in the fall of 1967, as the station
went on the air at 7:00 A. M. and continued broadcasting until midnight .
The announcers were on duty from 7:00 until 9:00 A. M. and from 2:00
P. M. until midnight .

The time between 9:00 A. M. and 2:00 P. M. was

fill ed by pre-recorded tapes.

The Student Council provided the money

nee ded to pay studen t en gineers t o work the tr ansmi tt er shift f rom
7:00 A. H. to 8:00 A. H. and from 10:00 P. M. to midnight.

These

hours were the times that the r egular University enginee ring staff
74
was n ot on duty.
The KUSU-FM-TV newsroom came into being in 1965 when the radio
and t e l evision stations subscribed to the United Press Internationa l
radio news wire.

The service was bought to give the radio students

experien ce in editing and reading news; a basic part of their jobs
in working in small radio stations.

75

Now the broadcast i ng laboratory

was well equipped for the training of future broadcasters.
73
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75

Ibid.
Ibid .
Ibid.
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CHAPTER IV
TEACHING RADIO AND TELEVISION
AT UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
Need for teaching broadcasting
When the first radio station went on the air in 1920, it was the
commencement of a new industry .
country.

Stations started to spring up acro ss the

The first station west of the Mississippi and east of the

Pacific Coast was built in Salt Lake City in 1922.

~mny

evening hours

were spent by Americans list ening to the radio.
This industry generated a demand for writers , actors, musicians,

engine er s, technicians and oth er skilled people.

Young people, anxious

to take up this glamorous vocation, were demanding training .

The

colleges and universities acros s the nation began to fill this demand.
Early radio instruction at USU
The Engineering Department at Utah State offered the first course
dealing with radio in 1930.
repairing of receiving sets.

The course dealt with th e building and
1

It was not until 1935 that the University

offer ed a course in the skills of broadcasting.
1935 catalog, but not taught until 1936 .

It was listed in the

Professor Chester Myers, head

of the Speech Department, taught the cours e for the first four years.
1
utah State Agricu lt ural College, Catalog (Logan, Utah:
1930), p. 34.
2
Ibid., 1935 , p . 150.

2

U.S.A. C.,
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Radio skills had be en taught to students as part of the other
speech courses before 1935.

Professor Myers explained that the course

in Radio Speech came into being as soon as the Department persuaded
Dean N. A. Pedersen that it should be taught.

Professor Myers said:

. it really wasn 't a difficult thing because I think we could
see the writing on the wall that radio was coming into its own and we
might as well accept it and do our best with it. " 3
The course was described as:
Speech 108. Radio Speech. A study of speech in radio presentation. Preparation and presentation of various types
of r adio programs will be part of the work. Attention will
be given to the writing of radio continuities. An at t empt
will be made
place the best programs with some commercial

tg

radio station.

The course taught during the spring quarter of 1936, carried
three credits.

Classes were held in the Little Theater of "Old Main."

Professor Myers said that mos t of the course dealt wi th the theory
and little practice.

The presentations had to be conducted in the

following manner:
The students would go up on the s t age or we would set
up some scenery be hind whic h the students stood, did
their speaking, reading and even dramatizations. We
just listened to what was being done and th e n commented
upon it and talked over the life and interest of the
whole production.
We did some newscasting, that was always something
that we could get by using the materials from the papers
and current magazines. We prepared cer tain programs in
which we would give readings . . . . \ole would try to have
interviews . . . . Pretending a t times that we were
people of great importance. Therefore, th e students had
to do some background and research . . . . other times we
3chester Myers, former Head of the USU Speech Department, private
interview, Logan, Utah, August 17, 1966.
4u.S.A.C., Catalog, 1935, p. 150 .
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were just ourselves.

5

Because Logan did not have a broadcasting station until 1938,
students had little opportunity to actually present their material
over the air.

Students were taken to Salt Lake City one Sunday to

visit the studios of KSL and KDYL.

Sunday was selected because the

stations were not as busy as they were on week days with live programs.
After the tours of the stations, the students would try to memorize
the names of various kinds of equipment used. 6
Later, the department purchased a public address system that
included a phonograph.

Students either went behind a screen on the

stage or into an office located at the back of the stage to make
their presentations over the microphone.

This gave them an opportunity

to use some of the radio techniques. 7
The department did not have a voice recorder to use to record the
class productions for analysis afterwards .
their memories of the presentation.

Students had to rely on

The engineering department had

a machine that recorded voices; one day a student brought it over to
t he speech department to record the class .

Many students decided

after they had heard their voices played back, that radio was not for
them.

The machine was not working properly that day, and the high

notes were especia l ly distorted.
t he Rad i o Speech class!

I t was a demoral izing experience for

8

5Myers, private interview .

6 rbid.
7Hansen, private interview, December 10 , 1968.

~1yers, private interview.
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In summing up his experience in t eaching those first radio speech
courses, Professor Nyers said:

"I believe that if we had better

equipment, better work could have been done. " 9
The Radio Speech course, 108, was the only course taught in radio
production for twelve years .

After four years, the course was turned

over to Professor Floyd Norgan .
drama courses in the department.
the practical work of the course.

He was responsible for teaching th e
Professor Norgan began to emphasize
Some of his speech classes presented

a weekly quarter-hour program over KVNU radio.

These presentations

occurred on a regular basis in the spring of 1945.

The students had

presented a series of seven productions over the station during that
quart er.

10

There were undoubtedly other programs, but it has not been

possj.ble to locate any records of such activities.
The radio speech course underwent several changes during the
twelve years that it was listed in the University catalogs.

The

first change occurred in 19 37 when the class was offered all three
quarters and the number changed to 181.

In 1938, the course was

returned to its forme r of fering of once a year, but t aught on a daily
basis for five credit hours.

Professor Norgan took over the course

in 1939; in 1940, he changed it back to its original offering of once
a year for three credit hours.
The establ i shment of a Logan station late in 1938 may have
influenced the department to offer "Radio Speech" as a lower division
course in 1941.
9

The course description indicated that more emphasis

Ibid .

10Pocock, "Radio Program Listings," KVNU.

68

was placed upon practical work:
81 a, b, c. Radio Speech. A study of speech in r a d io
pre sent ation. Rad io programs made up of various t ypes
of radio speaking--announcing, interview, r ound table ,
qui z , folk, panel, ne\vscasting, e t c .--will be planned

and be pre sente d . An effort wi ll be made to broadcast
quali ty work over the loca l r adio station.ll
The course remained unchanged until 1948 .

Broadcasting curriculum for USU
In 1948 , the department dropped "Radio Speech" and list ed t hree
new courses.
them.

At the same time a new professor was hired to teach

Th e new courses were :

Speech 8 1--"Introduction to Radio, ••

a course designed to acquaint students with the

11

operation, or ganizatio n

and programming" of a r adio stat ion; Speech 114- -the second course,
was taught for the Speech Departme nt by the journalism peopl e.

It

wa s listed as "Writing for Radio"; the third new course, "Radio Production, "
Speech 181, discussed the planning and presentation of the various
types of radio programs.

All the courses were taught once a year and

gave three credits .l2
The new faculty member was Profes sor Burrell F. Hansen.

He j oined

the USU staff in the fall of 1948.

His main responsibilit y was to

develop a broadcasting curriculum .

One of his first tasks was to gain

student interest in broadcasting .

He helped s tu dents establish an

organiz a tion called the Utah State Radio Guild.

This Guild became

active in produc ing programs for th e University ' s radio s e ries that
llu.S.A. C., Catalog, 1941, p. 135.
12Ibid. , 1948 , pp. 112-13.
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were on KVNU and KSL; thus involving the students with th e Institution's
total broad cas tin g ve ntur e .

(See Cha pt e r II.)

The next project was to build production facilitie s on the campus
for s tudent training in the proper techniques of broadca stin g .

Following

this , Professor Hansen proposed nine new radio courses for the

departme nt and asked permission to teach six of them in 1949 .

Professor

Hansen not ed some of the departmental faculty members did not approve ,
but that after extended discussions, departmental approval was gain ed
and the c ours e s were put into the department's curricu lum . l3
The courses added includ ed:

81, "Introduction to Radio"; 82,

"Radio Spe e ch"; 83, "Eleme nts of Broadcasting"; 84, "Control Room and
Studio Ope ration s "; 114, 'twriting for Radio"; 181, "Radio Production'';

182, "Radio Newscasting and Writing," taught cooperatively by the
Speech and Journalism departments; 183, "Radio Programing for the
Rura l Audience"; 184, "Radio Programing for Children"; and 185,
"Advanced Radio Production."l4
Arrangements were worked out with KVNU to offer an apprenticeship
course.

It was listed in the 1950 cata l og as Speech 186, "Radio

Training, " and described as :

Enrollment limited to students best qualified by training and abi l ity for actual broadcasting experience on a
commercial station . Students so qualified as indicated
by the ir collegiate record and by audition are allowed
to register for from 3 to 5 cr edi t s. Students thus
sel ected serve an apprenticeship on a loc a l s t a tion
under the station staff in executing duties which a
re gular staff emp loyee is expected to perform. Students
render three hours ser vice per week at the station for
each registered hour of credit.l5
13

Hansen, diary, September 1948 through January 1949.

14u.S. A.C., Catalog, 1949, pp. 122-24.
15Ibid., 1950, pp . 130-31.
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Also added to the curriculum in 1950 , was a gr aduate course,
" Seminar in Radio," Speech 206.

16

Television training

Television came to Utah in 1949, and network interconnections
had arrived by 1953.

In the radio courses at Utah State instructors

began to discuss television as a part of the radio curriculum, just as
had been done with rad io in speech classes prior to 1935 .

The t itle of

Speech 81 was changed to include television in the title, "Introduction
t o Radio and TV " in 1952. 17
In 1953, the curriculum was changed again.

Speech 183, "Radio

Programing for the Rural Audience"; and 184, "Radio Programing for
Chi l dren," were dropped and replaced with 184, "Educational Broadcasting."
This cours e combined the previous classes .
At this time , (195 3) Utah State had its low power FM station on the
air.

Classroom productions were given mo r e air time than had been

pos s ible with t he commercial station.

The apprenticeship program under

"Radio Training" was expanded to include s tudents who wo r ked on the
campus station as we ll as those serving in the commercial s tation s . 18
The radio courses kept pace with the University ' s tota l involvement in broadcasting, both informational and public relations.

The

instruction in television increased shortly after Utah State presented
its first tel evision series over KDYL-TV in Salt Lake City in the
16 Ibid . , p . 131.
17 Ibid., 1952, p. 136 .
18 Ibid., 1953, pp. 137-39.
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spring of 1954.

That fall "Introduction to Radio and Television

became more oriented toward television operations, Speech 186 now
included television training.
of the University's programs. 1 9
dropped from the catalog.

Students were used on the production
The graduate course in r adio was

This was probably due to th e "Ke lly Report"

which suggested that classes with small enrollments be discontinued.20
In 195 5, the "Advanced Radio Production" course included television
production too, and the "Radio Speech" class incorporated the skills
required in television. 21

The courses remained about the same with

the exception of a title change for Speech 82 to, "Radio and TV Speech." 22
In 1958, the educationa l institutions of Utah established an educational
television station in Salt Lake City, KUED, Channel 7.

At the same

time, Speech 83 was changed t o include writing crnrnnercials and continuity for tel evisi on.

Speech ll4 was re-titled as "Writing for Radio

and Tel evision" and 182 was listed as "Radio and TV Newscas ting and
Writing."

The advance production course had added to the description

the line ". . . and producing the educational TV program. oo23
The University construct ed a television production studio by
1961 and again the cours es offered reflected this addition.
11

The

Elements of Broadcasting," Speech 83, became the "Radio Production ..

19Ibid., 1954, PP· 135-36.
20Hansen, private interview, March 24, 1969.
2lu.S.A.C., Catalog, 1955, p. 261.
22utah St ate University, Catalog (Logan, Utah:
p. 256.
2Jibid., 1958, pp. 54-55 .

U.S .U., 1957),
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course that had once been 181.

The writing courses, 114 and 182 were

split and revised and put into Journalism 84, "l<riting for Radio,"
which was to be t aken concurrently with Speech 83.

Journalism 184,

"TV l<riting" was to be taken concurrently with the new 181 course,
"Television Production."

The Speech 85 course formerly "Studio and

Control Room Operations," reflected the addition of new TV studios
by changing the course to "Radio-TV Operations. 24
When the University acquired a television station in 1964, the
educational broadcasting course offered projects in developing and
producing educational programs for television as well as instruction
in the utilization of the television set in the classroom. 25
In 1964 a graduate course was again added to the radio curri culum:
230. Seminar in Radio and Television. The literature and
research on the uses of the radio and television media of
communication and as instruments of social action.

The course was offered once a year with two hours of credit given.

26

As the use of film became more important in local television production,
a film course was added in 1966 to the curriculum.

Speech 187,

"Television Film Techniques," was taught by Professor Arlen Hansen of
the Photography department every other year. 27
It can be seen that the building of facilities and changing of
the broadcasting curriculum at Utah State University kept pace with
the advancements made in the broadcast industry.
24

Ibid. ' 1961, pp. 221-22.

25

Ibid.' 1963, pp. 235-36.

26

Ibid.' 1964, p. 247.

27Ibid., 1966, p . 246.

The changes at USU
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were made to provide the students with the necessary training to
become leaders in the communications field.

CHAPTER V
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY BROADCASTS OVER TELEVISION
USU's first television program
Television and radio broadcasting from Utah State had one thing in
common; it took a great deal of time after the medium became available
before the University began to use it as a means of reaching t he people
of Utah with informational programs.

Utah's first radio station went

on the air in 1922; Utah State's first regular series went on the air
in 19 31, nine years later!

The first television station began tele-

casting in 1948; Utah State did not present a program until 1952, and
did not participa te regularly until 1953, five years after the station
was on the air!

The first television program that anyone can remember the University
presenting was in the spring of 1952, near commencement time.

President

Madsen asked Dean Carlton Culmsee of the school of Arts and Sciences to
prepare a television program.

Dean Culmsee, in turn, asked Professor

Hansen to take charge of the task.

Television was a new area to personnel

at the Institution and no one knew how to go abou t producing a program
for telecasting.

Professor Hansen spent an afternoon at KSL-TV observing

and asking questions to learn something about preparing the program.

1

He came back to the campus, put the program together, and arranged for
1 Hansen , private interview , December 12, 1968.
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time on KSL-TV.
of USU.

The program featured some unusual graduating students

On the program was a married couple who were graduating

together, the wife was a valedictorian; a foreign student; and a handicapped person.

Professor Hansen acted as the moderator of the program

and provided the transitions from segment to segment .

USU's first

television program was fifteen minutes long and was televised on June 6,

1952 at 12:15 P. M.

2

Extension Services and television
The Extension Services was among the first of the University ' s
divisions to use the television medium on a regular basis.

In 1953,

Extension Specialists were asked to appear on a KSL-TV farm program.
The first program was June 15, 1953, with Lloyd Hunsaker talking about
''Managed Milking ."
July 27, 1954 .

Specialists appeared on a weekly basis until

3

Perhaps the reason that the Extension Services was first in the
use o f the medium, was that the television stations needed agricultural
material for their farm programs, an important aspect of their scheduled
programing .

Utah State University had the experts in the agricultural

field.
The question arises as to why the University waited to be asked
before becoming involved with television .

The stations did not have

network affiliations when they first went on the air, and they needed
2

Ibid.

3 "Television Programs Presented Over KSL-TV in 1953," (Extension
Services files , Radio- Television Cen t er).
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programing material.

No one knows why the Institution waited so long

to become involved.
"Animal Fair"

Early in 1954, Bob Welti, producer-director, and Alvin Pack,
general manager of KDYL television (now KCPX-TV), came to the University
and asked if it would produce a show involving animals.

At the time,

the N.B.C. television network had a program on the air entitled "Zoo
Parade" that was a ve ry successful prog ram with children .

KDYL wanted

a Saturday morning program of the same type to build up its audience .
The University agreed.

A production committee was organized and

composed of Eldon Drake, an audio-vi sual specialist; Elwood Shaffer ,
Extension Services Editor; and Burrell Hansen.

Professor Drake and

Professor Shaffer alternated as hosts for the series.
The series,

11

4

Animal Fair," was presented under th e general auspices

of the Inst itution, the Extension Services, cooperating County agricultural Extension Services, members of 4-H Clubs, and Future Farmers
of Utah.

The programs featured the personnel of the University and was

open for sponsorship, subject to the Institution's approval.

"Animal

Fair" was built around the general subject of farming, and "starred"
a wide variety of farm animals.

The programs were not aimed at just

the farmer, but to the general audience.

Everyone was interested in

seeing a new-born colt, or baby chicks hatching, or watching a hive
of bees make honey .
4

The format of the program was a relaxed visit

Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968.
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with the "fo lks" in the studio and the home audience. 5
The series began on Saturday, April 17, 1954, and terminated on
June 19, 1954.

The programs were pre sented live each Saturday from

12 noon to 1:00 P . M.

The titles of the programs, taken from the

script were:

April 17
April 24
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19

"Which Came First"

"All Wool and a Yard Wide"
"Dairy Darlingtl
"Pig Business 11
"Game Birds and Waterfowl"
"To Be Bees"

"Friend or Foe" (Insects)
"Going Fishing" (Fish)
"Campers:
11

Beware!"

Chicken of Tomorrow 11 6

Another set of titles given by the Extension Services were:
April 17
April 24
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19

"Poultry From Chick to Oven"
"Sheep and Wool for Range to Range"
"Dairy Production In Utah"
"Swine Production in Utah"
"Upland Game and Waterfowl"
11

Bee Culture 11

"Insect Control"

"Fish. Varieties in Utah"

"Camping and

Forestry~

"Chicken of Tomorrow"

Production report
The "Animal Fair" series had several problems.

The series was

the University's first attempt at producing a regular television series.
5 "Television--Utah State Agricultural College," a resume of the
"Animal Fair" series, (Radio-Television files, TV Programs--1954,
"Animal Fair").
6 "Animal Fai r," titles taken from the scripts, (Ra dio-Television
files, TV Programs--1954).
7
"Television Programs Presented over KTVT by Utah Extension Service,
1954," "Animal Fair," (Extension Services files, Radio-Television Center).
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The production committee prepared a r eport outlining the problems
and their recommendations.

Director Carl Frischknecht of the Extension

Services served as chairman of the committee and was responsible for
scheduling the programs and assigning the subject matter personnel.
The report presented several areas which would need attention
before the next series was undertaken.
~·
This series was produced with no budget for
production . Departments drew upon their own budgets for
materials, equipment and transportation. The Public
Informati on office paid for the services of an art student
for art and graphic work, for transportation for Production
Committee, for some film work, and for some of the meals.

The Extension Service paid for some art supplies, some

pictures and films, for demonstration equipment, some of
the transportation and meals.
Recommendations:

1.

A unified source for funds for TV production would
simplify production and accounting, and improve

relations with departments who now feel that TV
is draining off funds they need for regular departmental purposes. Funds are needed, even for programs given free time on a commercial station for:
A. Construction of demonstration materials.

2.

B. Art work and supplies.
C. Film work and supplies.
D. Transportation.
E. Meals.
F. Research and Evaluation.
A reasonable amount of advance funds should be
available to provide meals for program personnel
obviating the necessity for Production Committee
members drawing upon their personal funds for
this sometimes sizeable expense.

SCHEDULING. This is one of the major problems in efficient production. Seasonal appropriatness of subject
matter, availability of personnel , other college activities, other radio and TV programs, cooperativeness of
departments are all factors affecting this problem.
Once during the past series the Production Group was
confronted by refusal of a department to fulfill a TV
assignment; several times departments were reluctant
to cooperat e . The conclusion of the series was not

known by the Production Group until the night before
the broadcast. These instanc es illustrate the effect
of scheduling upon production .
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Recommendations:
1. A specific series of programs of spec ific l eng th
should be planned well in advance .
A. Specific personnel should be scheduled for
spe cific dates as soon as arr angements are made
definit e with the station fo r their pr esentation .
If departments and personnel know t wo or three
months in advance, t here should be little cause
for discontent over "no t having had enough time."
B. Sche duling a definite series--say 13 weeks -would a llow the Production Group and scheduling
officer s t o look toward ed ucational objectives,
balance and completeness of t he task be ing
attemp t ed .
2. Advance pl annin g wou l d enab l e t he greater us e of
film, and the realization of its value more greatly.
Much filming could be done on the campus durin g
special events which would greatly assist th e TV
presentation of certain subjects .
3. All colle ge TV and radio programs produced on campus
should be scheduled through the TV- rad io committee
in order to avo id duplication of effo rts and overburdening of individuals and departments with radioTV assignment s and to promote better produc tion.

PRODUCTION PERSONNEL. During the past series, TV production was carried out by fac ulty members already functioning with a full academic load. One studen t-assistant
who received no r emuneration , was use d on each production.
At least three pre-broad cas t meetings were held wi th each
group of subject-matter people to plan and develop the
programs. Such meetings lasted f r om two to 3 1/2 hours,
Saturdays from 7 a.m. t o 5 p. m. were committed for each
program. In addit ion , supervising of movie film shooting,
shooting of still pictures , editing f ilm, mo unting
pictures, writing of scripts, planning of art work, previewing films for backgrounds and integration, correspondence and communication with the broadcast station , arranging
transportation, writing of publicity , were all taken care
of by the three production committee members each week.
Recommendations:
1. Faculty members working regularly on production
should be released from a reasonable number of
other duties on the campus . The number of
favorable reports we have had from this series
attests to the value of our spending considerabl e
time on producing of our TV pro grams. It should be
borne in mind, however, that producers are human
and reasonab ly sensi tive to the pressures of the
production process , as well as being conscientious about t hei r other duties.
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2.
3.

4.
5.

A graduate or student assistantship in TV Production could help reduce the load of production.
A research and evaluation program on our television productions shou ld be instituted. Research
on program viewing, eval uations of program
effectiveness, and program t echniques a r e needed for
intelligent and efficient production.
It is difficult to separate the writing and producing functions on this typ e of program, but the
possibility of doing so might be explored.
Clerical assistance is needed.

FACILITIES. During the past series we pretty much
playe d "catch as catch can." Filming was done when Bert
Allen, a producer and the anima ls might be able to get
together. Picture files of the Extension Service and
the Photography department were used extensively. Our own
still pictures were almost enti r ely a result of th e
Extension Editor 1 s own work with his camera. Rehearsals were
held in cow barns, laboratory rooms--wherever space might
be found. Typing a nd duplication was done in the Speech
De partment, the Extension Service, and by the chairman.
Transportation usua lly involved a truck and two or
three passenger cars. Staging depended pretty much on
stock props of KDYL with some exce ptiona l instances in
which our own Forestry and Wildlife people brought in some
forests and duck-ponds!
Reconunend a t ions:

l.
2.

3.

4.
5.

Transportation will become a really serious
problem in th e winter when we have to make the
170 mile round trip to Salt Lake City.
Immediate attention should be given to
development of sound-filming facilities here,
or to the microwave relay proposal of Professor
Cole's. (N.B. If TI~lli-LIFE could give the U.
some TV equipment, couldn 1 t our administration
obtain some in a similar way?)
If the committee is concerned with radio development, attenti on should be given to th e proposal
which Professor Hansen submitted to the
Committee for central recording facilities.
Our experience with having an a rti s t upon whom
we could depend convinces us that such a person
is an invaluable asset.
Central filing and office facilities are
recommended. Art pieces, title cards, pictures,
film clips, etc., us ed in this past series a r e
already scattered far and wide about the campus.

STATION RELATIONS. During the course of our ten-week
series at KDYL we had thre e different TV directors with
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strikingly different ideas on production and with differing
amounts of cooperativeness . KDYL was generous in allowing
us to use stock properties for the productions . We began
the series by having studios and personne l available to us
at 9:00 a.m . Saturday morning for assistance in setting -up
and rehearsal. At our last show one stage hand at KDYL
showed up at 9:45, some cameramen by 10:3 0, the TV director
at 11:45. Al Pack and Director Bob Welti appeared to be
anxious for us to bring animals into th e studio, doing
anything possible for the good of th e show. Yet, when we
got down th ere we often-times found certain station personnel objecting to our moving anima ls and t rucks into the
place.
Recommendations:
1. Liaison between the station and the college should
go forward on a more cooperative basis. Unilateral action by the station must be controlled
through more concrete working agreements . Planning
should be done far in advance. Station personnel
should be informed by KDYL executives what is
expec ted. College personne l must be re sponsible
to our producers.

2.

3.
4.

We r ecommend that the sta tion TV Director be one
with an und erstanding of the co llege in its
breadth of aim and function. That he be dependable .
That he be l eft with the show long enough to
learn its special production prob l ems.
KDYL publicity and newspaper log listings should
use the correct show title in order that our own
publicity might have maximum effectiveness.
Negotiations for a more effective time period
shou ld be initiated for next year's programs.

ADDITIONAL GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.
1 . Television is a vital medium for educational
institutions. It merits our serious efforts,
but is co stly in time of personnel, and in
money .
2. Good TV production pays.
3. The public concept of our college and i t s functions
must not be cir cumscribed by our limitin g of
ourselves to "a nimal shows 11 nor to an ove rly

ext ended series of a ny one type.B
The report was submitted to the University 's TV Policy Committee
on July 26, 1954.
B"TV Production Group Report," July 26, 1954, (Radio-T e l evis ion
files, TV Programs, 1954) .
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Early television series

On October 19, 1954, the Extension Services resumed their program
on KSL-TV with the title of "RFD-5" as a half-hour and telecast at
12:30 P.M.

In January, the program shifted to 4:30 P. M. 9

In February of 1955, the Extension Services began an additional
program series on KTVT (now KCPX-TV and formerly KDYL) titled, "Farm
Frontiers."

This program also featured agricultural information.

debut came on February 5.

Its

During the early months of 1955, the

Extension division provided two programs a week to the stations.

"Farm

Frontiers" was televised on Saturday at 12 noon, lasting one hour, and
"RFD-5" was broadcast later in the afternoon at 4:30 P. M.

Each show

presented during the day, featured different topics and different guests;
oftentimes, there were a large number of extension specialists in Salt
Lake City on Saturday presenting television shows.

10

With the Extension Services presenting programs over the commercial
channels during the early years and later the University presenting
programs over KUED, Professor Hansen wrote there had been scarcely a
week go by when USU did not have at least one program on one of the
Salt Lake City stations.

11

Stephen L. Brower, Extension Radio and TV Specialist, reported
that in 1956, the Extension Services was presenting programs over KSL-TV
and KTVT (KCPX).

During 1956, the "Farm Frontiers" ran for 23 weeks,

and "RFD-5" for 26 weeks.
9 "Programs Presented over KSL-TV," (Extension Service files, TV
Programs 1953-1954, Radio-Television Center).
10
11

Ibid., and "Farm Frontiers," Ibid.

Hansen, news article, September 23, 1960, (Radio-Television files,
Press-Educ. TV).
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The programs had format changes in 1956 .

The "RFD- 5" program

opened with a typical Utah farm scene t hat portrayed a farmer riding
to his mailbox on a tractor.

He opened the mailbox and pulled ou t a

bulletin from the Extension Services of USU.

The farmer opened t he

bulletin and read "The Ext ension Services of Utah State Agricultural
College in cooperation with KSL-TV brings you 'RFD- 5' ."

The program

then proceeded live, making lib e r al use of sets, rear projection
slides, fi lms, and demonstrations. 12
The hour-long "Farm Frontiers " series , had its central theme of
"Better Farming for Better Living" (BFBL).
Extension activities across the nation.

picked it up and extended it.

This theme was used for all

The Extension t elevision series

Mr. Brower explained why he us ed the

theme , and why television was important t o t he total Extension effort. 13
Our limited extension budget in Utah made one thing
certain. When the BFBL program was initiated--fewer
farm families would be visited annually by extension
agents. To justify this intensive work with a few farm
families, without inc reas ing our s ta ff materially , we
found it necessary to turn to mass communications, in

order to reach the rest of our farm people with better
farming for better living gospel.
Each TV show had a single subject mat ter objective,
such as rotation grazing, f a r mst ead reorganization or the
soil bank pr ogram and crop r otation. Although we tied the
show closely to the subject matter ob j ective it was always
built around a particular farm family and their farm .
We invited county agents to appear on the show with a
farmer or farm family who was a BFBL cooperator in his
county. The agen t selected the coopera tors who were
dealiy~ with the problems related to the subject of the
show.
1 2stephen L. Brower, "Annual Report of Ext ension Work in Informa tion
1956," (Extension Services files, Radio- Television Cent er), pp. 22 - 25.
13 rbid.
14 Ibid.
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The opening t easer of the shot; presented some of the highligh t s
of the program, usually including the family .

Af t er this, the viewers

were transported to th e family's farm via film and slides t o meet the
family and the coun t y agent.

This segment lasted five to seven minu t es.

It acquain t ed the viewers with the family, agen t, farm, and the problem
which was to be the topic of the program.

Fo llowing thi s , the viewer

became an eavesdropper as the agent worked with the family.

The agent

suggested that the family obtain a ll of the fac ts about the problem
before a decision was made .

He invited the family to either visi t

the University or to i nvite an extension specialist to the fa r m.

The

specialist would then explain how the problem could be corrected by
showing the family (and the viewer) demonstrations.
that:

Hr. Browe r sta t ed

"The total effect , we hope , was to show the alternative so l utions

to a real farm problem, on an actua l farm with the farm family fre e to
make an inte lligent de cision based on the facts." 1 5
The programs employed the same t ype demonstrations that were us e d
out on the farm where the farmer would invite ten to fifteen neighbors
to see the new practice.

By using tel evision, the farmer invited ten to

fifteen thous and neighbors to join him. 16
program was $56.
materials. 17

The average cost of each

This inc luded expenses for meals, trave l, props and

The series terminated in 1956.

l5lbid .
1 6rbid.
17 rbid., p. 57.
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Another change in "RFD-5"
The "RFD-5" program format changed once again in 1957.

The format

was developed by Professor Hansen, Edwin Haroldsen and the KSL-TV
production staff.

The "new" "RFD-5" went on the air in December.

The opening was on film and pictured:
a modern station wagon drives up to a mailbox in
a surburban Salt Lake County area, and a man pulls out 4
mail pieces, with the following titles : "Key To Country
Living," "Arrest That Pest," "Today with the U.S.D.A.,"
and "Next Week's Weather." The station wagon drives
slowly away from the mailbox and on the back of it
appears the Utah State University and KSL-TV credits. 18
The rest of the program was live from the KSL-TV studio.
four segments usually followed this order:

The

"Arrest That Pest,"

"Key To Country Living," "Today With the U.S . D.A .," and "Next Week ' s
Weather."

Dr. George Knowlton, or someone from the University ' s Entomology
department described and identified current pest problems and how to
control them.

"Key To Country Living," the main section of the program,

featured a subject matter specialist presenting information on a
timely topic.

A three to five minute section of the program , utilizing

material from the United States Department of Agric ulture, was devoted
to "Today With the U.S.D .A . "

The U. S. Weather Bur eau, via telephone

to the studio, gave the five-day weather forecast on " Next Week ' s
Weather."

As the information was given over the phone it would be

graphically di splayed on KSL-TV 's weather map in the studio. 19
18 Brower, "Annual Report 1957," Ibid., p . 24 .
1 9 Ibid., pp. 24-25 .
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It is in t eresting t o note that in January 195 8 , just a few weeks
after the new "RFD-5 11 fonnat went on the air, a ne twork announced that

it had a farm program called " Cross - County" and billed it as a " unique
and the first of its kind ever " to be presented on netwo r k t elevision.
The network decla red tha t it had spen t two years of research backed by
$100,000 to deve lop the "magazine format."

Network producer , Fred Niles,

consid e r ed the format to be the first successful program to reach farm
audien ces because it was to be present ed at a time when farmers wanted
it, wi th info rmation that they wan t ed .
the noon-hour.

Niles referred to t he time as

The program ' s four segments corresponded with the "RFD-5"

program segment s and air time. 20
Pr ograming on KUTV
In 1957, Utah State University began relationship with KUTV,
Channel 2 in Salt Lake City.
the Extension Services.

The work with KUTV was accomplished through

The programs were actually "spot s " of three

minutes or less inserted into the station's Saturday afternoon movie
feature.

The spots, called "USU Spots, " were short films on topics

related to agriculture or family living area.

The "spots" were pre-

pared by the Extension Radio-Television Specialist .

Each of the spots

included a statement at the opening and close of the film giving credit
to Utah State University and t o the subject-matter specialist involved
in the spot .
on the screen.

The statement was pres e nted with a slide of "Old Main"
When the Extension Services had a new publication to

give away, a s lide was prepared showing the publication, and a state20Memo from Stephen Brower, J anuary 3, 1958, (Radio-Tel evision
files, Faculty Memoranda, 1958).
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ment made inviting the viewers to contact their local county agent's

office for a free copy of the bulletin. 21
Also during 1957, the two Consumer Information Specialists, located
in Ogden and Salt Lake City, were presenting 5 to 10 minute television
programs regularly on "Marketing Tips."

These specialists made their

own preparations and arrangements with the stations. 22
Responsibility for broadcasting from USU
Up to 1958, Utah State University had not placed the responsibility
for the total efforts of the Institution's broadcasting on any particular
group or person.
uncoordinated.

The radio broadcasting activities were completely
The KSL broadcasts were under the direction of Dr. Hansen.

He had been given this responsibility in 1954 by LeRoy Blaser, Director
of Information Services .

Other broadcasting was handled by the departments.

The Extension Services were doing their own work.

It must have been

confusing to a station to have so many different people from USU contacting them for air time.

The KSL programs were the only programs

that were presented under the general auspices of the Institution .
Television had more direction than radio .

When KDYL asked if

Utah State would present a series of programs in 1954 , the President
set up a programing committee; TV Policy committee as it was called
later.

This committee had taken control over the University's tele-

vision presentations.

The contest for control of broadcasting between

the Extension Services and University Rela t ions appeared to be carried
21 Brower, "Annual Extension Report , 1957," Ibid. , pp. 24-25 .
22 Ibid., p. 25.
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on even through this committee, however. 23
In 1958, President Daryl Chase decided that broadcasting was an
important part of the University's total public relations and educational
program.

He felt that there should be coordination of this area so that

quality programs that expressed the goals and objectives of the University
were broadcast.

Professor Hansen was the only man trained in this area,

and was supervising the campus broadcasting facili ties and KSL programs.
He was given the responsibility of Coord i na tor and Chairman of Radio and
Television of Utah State University.

Professor Hansen was given a

budge t to carry on the activities of producing radio and television
pro grams .

The Chairman was to report directly to the President's office. 24

The Radio-Television Department, under Professor Hansen, had
brought the control of broadcasting under one department, except for
the Extension Services who were still trying to gain control; a struggle
that began in 1954.

The Extension Services gave only superficial

recognition to the Coordinator and Chairman of Radio-Television.

The

athletics broadcasting also continued to operate independently. 25
USU and Utah's educational television station
Educational t elevision became a reali t y to the citizens of Utah
as KUED went on the air January 20, 1958 .

This s t ation brought about

a change and an increase in telecasting from Utah St ate University.
The FCC reserved Channel 7 in Salt Lake City for an educational station .
23 Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968, and diary,
February 17, 1954.
24 Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968 .
25

rbid., December 20, 1968 .
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Utah educators felt that since there was onl y one VHF (Very High
Frequency--Channels 2-13 operate in this band) assigned to education,
that i t woul d be better for the state t o operate the station rather
than one institution.

The Ford Foundation offer ed $1 00, 000 to help construct educational
television facilities through its Fund for Adult Education i f the
applicant provided $200,000 toward const ruction.

An ad hoc committee

was formed to draft a bill that would create a Utah Educational Television Commission wi th $250 ,000 for constru c t io n and part of a year ' s
operation of the station.

The bill, drawn up under the leadership of

Dr. E. Allen Ba temen, then Superintendent of Public Inst ruction , passed
the Utah Legi slat ure in early March of 1953.

J. Br acken Lee.

It was vetoed by Governor

March 22, 1953, interested members for an educational

television station met in Salt Lake City and voted to incorporat e an
organization called the Utah Educational Television Foundation with its
main purpose that of raising money to build and operate Channel 7.
The committee thought that it might operate the station as a
community venture; but after some research, it found that the area to
be served did not have a large enough population to undertake t he task
in this manner .

The Ford Foundation informed the Utah Committee that

other groups were asking fo r the funds , and that i f Utah did not have
specific plans drawn to construct the station, the Foundation would have
to withdraw its support .

At this juncture, the President of the University

of Utah told the Utah organization that his Institution would be willing
to build and operate the facility in behalf of the state's educational
interests.

He also informed the group that the Institution would
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provide fair and equitable time to a ll i nstitu t ions desirous of using
the station.

This appeared to be the only way out .

On June 8, 1956, the Utah Educa tional Television Foundation formally
endorsed the University of Utah's offer , and agreed that the Institution's Board of Regen ts, under the FCC rules, wo ul d have the final
authority in all rna t ter s. 26
Television programing in the 60 ' s from USU
Utah got its educational station.

Ut ah Sta te University then

began to bus tle with ac t ivity preparing programs.

At the outset , the

institut ion presen t ed two pr ograms a week over KUED, and with the
exception of the Extension Services , USU discontinued the pr eparation of
programs for the commercial stations.

27

The Extension Services did not make an extensive effort to pr epare
programs for th e new educational television because its signal could not
reach t he rural a udi ence that needed to be reached wi th the agri cultural
programs .
The University's first program offered over KUED was "Man and His
World," a general adult educationa l series on vital issues, featuring
the various colleges of th e University.
programs in succession.

Each college produc ed four

The programs were taken to Salt Lake City each

week to be presented live over KUED.
spent in these produc tions .

Many hours of preparation were

Professor Hansen logged the number of hours

that he spent a week in preparing "Man and His World":
26 Keith M. Enga r , "Utah Su r vey On Educational Television," und e r
the auspices of the Utah Joint Commit t ee on Educational Television,
Salt Lake City, Utah , December , 1964.
27

Hansen, private interview, December 10, 1968.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3:00

- 4:30 p.m.

Script meeting with Kelker's
group.
4:45 p.m.
Telephone Consultation with
KUED.
9:00 a.m.
Production Committee meeting
2:00
3:00 p.m.
Checking slides and preliminary rehearsal with Kelker's
group on Vidicon at Edith
Bowen School .
3:30- 4:30p.m.
As above with McBride.
5:15 - 5:45 p.m.
Meeting with Artist.
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Script typing for duplication
of Kelker ' s script .
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Script meeting - Stoddart.
3:00 - 4:00 p.m .
Preliminary planning with
Alvin Bishop on Engineering
Series.
4:00 - 5:00 p.m . . • . . Finish duplication of Kelker's
script, set design, and
instruction to KUED, and
mai ling.
3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Final rehearsal Kelker's
group.
4:00
5:00 p.m.
Checking slides on TV for
Stoddart group.
5:00 p.m.
Check with Artist.
2:00
3:00 p.m.
Coll ecting props and
personnel.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Trip to Salt Lake City .
5 : 00 - 7:00 p . m.
Set-up and rehearsal at
KUED.
7:00
7:30 p . m.
Production .
7:30 -11:30 p.m.
Wr ap- upS dinner, return to
Logan.2

-

-

Friday

-

-

This pace kept up until the University built their own production
facilities in 1961.
The second series of programs that the University presented over
the new station was, " Industrial Management," presented by the Management
Institute of Utah State University.

The programs were under the super-

vision of Professor C. McBride and were televised live.

The 15 minute

programs were telecast each Thursday at 7:00 P . M. beginning on February
20, 1958.

The course was described as:

28Letter toW. H. Bennett from Burrell Hansen, February 27, 1958,
(Radio-Television files, KUED--Utah State).
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A series of programs for people in positions of leadership
in any capacity--in dustry, business, education or public
life. Series I will deal specifically with the "Sup ervisor ,"
and applies to people who are handling groups on any level
in an organization, from the first line supervisor to the
top manager.29
The Extension Serv i ces continued to prepare the "USU Spots" and
added a half-hour film feature entitled "Town and Country" over the
KUTV station during 1959 .

This film feature had a simple opening and

closing slide identifying Utah State University.
performances on "Town and Country."

"RFD-5" series.

There were no live

KSL-TV continued carrying the

KUTV changed their farm program title to "Science

In Agriculture," and in 1964, expanded it to an hour.

The first

half of the program was a film, and the last half was a video-tape
program produced by the Extension Services.
The 1960 schedule of programs from the Extension Services included
an agricultural program over KUED.
series was billed as:

This too was a film feature.

"Yours for Better Living.

11

The

The series ran from

January through March on Thursday evenings at 7: 30 .

In 1962, "Family

Fair" featuring Mrs. Ruth Coates of the Salt Lake County Extension
Services Office, was presented over the educational channel.
The Extension Services had not worked wit h Channel 4, KCPX-TV,
since the "Farm Frontiers" program ended in 1956.

In 1962, Extension

provided an occasional USU film or USDA feature to the station for
inserting into the daily noon-time farm program.

The "Town and Country,"

program which moved from KUTV to KSL-TV in 1960 , was changed from the
half-hour format to a daily six-minute program that was presented twice a
day.

In 1964, when "Science in Agriculture" went to an hour format,

29"Industrial Management," Series Schedule, February 1960, (RadioTelevision files , TV programs).
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and KSL-TV aired the "Town and Countr y" program daily, KCPX-TV changed
to an hour format on the weekends for "Th e Heekend Farm Report."

The

old "Tmm and Country" program still a half-hour and produced in th e
USU's studios, was re-titled "This is Extension . "

This program along

with the film were shipped to KCPX-TV, who aired th em on Saturday a nd
Sunday mornings; then they sent the progr ams over to KUTV for airing
the following week.

The Ext e nsion Services had seve n television programs

on the air each week over the commercial broadcasting stations at the
end of 1964.

This schedule remained unchanged up to 1968. 30

The University was presenting programs over educational and
commercial television stations regularly until after Utah State built its
own broadcast station.

30
Arthur L. Higbee, Manager, State - Wide Programs, Utah State
Univer s ity Ext ension Services, private interview, February 5 1 1969.

CHAPTER VI
TELEVISION FACILITIES AT UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
USU establishes a production studio
In 1954, there were 3,920 miles and 320 man-hours spent "hauling"
television programs to Salt Lake City.

567 man-hours were consumed.

In 1957, 6,696 miles, and

When KUED went on the air in 1958, 13,393

miles and 1,162 man-hours had been spent in traveling to the television
studios in Salt Lake City.

At the end of seven years, 64,184 miles and

5,504 man-hours were used in traveling.

If seven cents a mile were

spent for each mile, and $4 for each man-hour, it would total $26,109
just for traveling to present television programs: 1
• . • All of this required dedication and effort beyond
the call-of-duty, for it has required practically a
continual caravan of cars and trucks traveling between
Logan and Salt Lake City carrying faculty, television
staff, laboratory equipment, demonstration materials,
kitchen equipment, experimental plants, and animals to
Salt Lake City studios for the production of "l ive"
broadcasts . Through all seasons of the year, and over
moun t ain highways subject to all the vagaries of our
western weather the miles and hours logged by U.S.U.
television is a living testimonial to the conviction that
television is a significant medium in making good our
motto, "The State Is Our Campus . " 2
The University decided that it would be to its advantage to construct
i t s own television studio and connect it to KUED by a microwave link.
1 Hansen, Promotional exhibit about the Radio-Television Studios,
prepared in 1961, (Radio-Television Center).

2Hansen, news release, September 23, 1960, (Radio-Television files,
Press--Educational TV).
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This would have e liminated the travel and cost of meals.

Later, before

the studios were built, a video tape recorder was subs t ituted for the
microwave link so tha t pro grams could be r ecorded when it was convenient
fo r the personne l a t Utah State .

The programs we re then mailed to KUED

for broadcast.
The 1959 session of the Utah Legis l at ure, one year after KUED went
on t he air, approved $110 ,000 for construc t ion of a television recording
studio on the Logan campus. 3
on campus for the studios.

The next problem was to find a building

There were two possibilities on the campus :

an old airplane hanger, (now part of the plant ma intenance compl ex ) or
the campus Quonset church.

The Quonset was selected.

On June 30, 19 60 ,

bids were opened for the televis ion equipment for the instal l ation. 4
The Quonset building had been purchas ed originally, for a home fo r t he
"Man and His Bread Mus e um."

President Chas e felt that the s tudio was

the most important proj ec t for the University at the time, so he decided
to locat e the museum in the old livestock pavilion . 5
The Quons e t building offered s pace for studios in the chapelrecreation area and a control room on the stage; classrooms were ideal for
offices; and the Junior Sunday School was converted into radio studios
for the campus FM station.

Prof essor Hansen in conjunction with Hr.

Vince Clayton, a consulting engineer, prepared the preliminary space
allocation .

The sketches were completed in the fal l of 1959.

In 1960,

3Letter to Reed Bullen, Senator, fro m Burrell F. Hansen, December
1962, (Radio-Te l evision files, Chairman Radio-TV).
4usu press release, (no date), (Radio- Te levision files, Press-Educational TV).
5 Hansen , private int ervi ew, December 30, 1968.
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Boyd Humpherys joined the television staff as chief engineer.

He

assembled the various parts and began to put the t echnical part of the
studio into shape.

The operating date was set for the winter of 1960,

but a delay in getting high voltage equipment caused postponement of
th e opening.
The building contained two radio studios, a large television
control room, containing audio and video equipment including a slide-

film chain composed of two 16mm movie pro jectors, and an automatic
35mm slide projector.

The studio, measured 45 feet by 60 feet and

contained two studio vidicon television cameras, and a custom built

Ariel Davis lighting control board.

The studio's largest expenditu re ,

$48,500, was for the RCA video tape recorder.6

The first TV program

produ ced and recorded in the new Radio-Television Center was on
February 4, 1961. 7

Production from the Center
The studio was set-up now to record the University and Extension
programs.

The Institution produced a series of In- School programs for

the State Department of Public Instruction.

Professor Hansen's series,

"Man and His World," was a general education program focusing on the

vital issues as seen from University faculty members. 8

6" Expanded USU Radio and TV Facilities," Hera l d Journal (Logan),
October 9, 1960, p . 6.
7"A Special Report," script, February 4, 1961, (Radio-Television
files, Miscellaneous TV Programs).

S"Santa Drops Radio-TV Gift at USU," Salt Lake Tribune, January 9,
1961.
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On May 3 1 , Utah State dedicated the Radio - Te l evision Center .

The

dedicatory program was produced "live 11 in the cente r with a studio

audience of 30 persons watching as President Chase promised that Utah
State University would be operating i t s own tel evision channel in the
near future.

There were gr eetings presented by broadc as ting executives,

excerpts from " Man and His World," and music per formed by th e Fine Arts
Department.

At t he conclusion of the program, Professor Hansen said:

'~his is educational broadc as ting:
The challenges, th e
opportunities, the hope s , the prospects, the beginnings .
We trust you'll be watching in you r homes, your schools
for the growt h, the developments, the future of educational
broadcasting . . . to which we dedicate the Utah State
Unive rs i t y television and radio center. 11 9

Another early program that the ce nt er produced was "Public Report."
The program featured outstanding guests who visited the campu s such
as :

artists, writers, and political figures.

The cent e r a l so produced

a serie s of programs featuring th e facu lty members of the Fine Arts
Department. 10
Staffing the center in its infancy were:

Professor Burrell F.

Hansen, Chairman of Radio-Television; Rey Barnes, Producer-Director of

television and Manager of ICUSU-H!; Boyd Humpherys, Chief Engineer; and
Arthur Higbee, Extension Radio-Tel ev ision Specia list .
The first major pro Je ct that the center undertook was a s eries of
program s on elementar y science for the State Department of Public lnstrucTh e pro gr am s were produced by Tom Taylor and directed by Rey Barnes. 11

tion.

9"USU Dedicate d New Radio-TV Center," Salt Lake Tribune, June 1, 196 1 ,
p. 20.

lO" Campus Has TV -Radio Studio," Herald Journal (Logan) , April 9,
11Letter t o Dean John Carlisle, from Burre ll Hansen, Decembe r 30 ,
1960 , (Rad i o-Te l ev ision files, Correspondence 1959-60).

p. 3.
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The following year, 1962, the center prepared another In - Sc hoo l science
seri es .

This seri es was produced by A. L. Braswe ll , Coordinator of Science

Educ ation a t USU and a former science t eacher.
series.

Rey Barnes directed the

A general description of the series indicated tha t severa l

t eachers at the Edith Bowen Laboratory School and othe rs from the
Unive rsity science areas participated in the programs in exp loring
the wonde r s and nature of science.
areas such as :

Th e programs covered a var i ety of

" A Low Tide Wonderworld," "Bees," "How a Va ll ey is

Formed,'' and others. 12
In September, the Radio - Television Center issued a r eport of their
progress during 1963.

Programs that were produced by the Center then

were;

Program Titl e
11

Thi s Is Utah"

"Pub lic Report"
"Wind ow To The World"
"Introduction To Th e Ar ts"
"Art Of War"
"Recreation: Field & For est"
"Exploration"

nModern Agriculture"
"Week-end Farm Report"
"Scie nce In Agricult ure"
"Town and Country"

Number of Progr ams
36
12
10
8
13
13
16
12
52
50
15

13

The Radio-Televi s ion Cent e r produ ce d a total of 237 program s during 1963.
Televising college c ours es

In 19 63, th e Institution produced its first credit cours e offe red
via televisi on .

The c ourse, "New Media- - Education 163," was pr e s ent e d

2
1 "USU--SDPI Elementary Science," (Radio-Television files).
13
"Ra dio-Tel evis ion Report," Sep t embe r 1963, (Radio-Te levision
files, Cha irman, Radio-TV, J uly 1963- -June 1965).
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t hrough the College of Education with Professors Helmut Hofmann and
Terrel Bell.
The course was produced by the instructors in cooperat i on with the
Extension Se r vices Class Division and the Ogden School System .

The

pr ograms were presented live ove r th e educa tional t elevi sion station in
Ogden, KOET, Channel 9.
a ir hour.

Time on th e station was purchased at $25 per

The classes aired winte r quarter, January 9 through March 10,

Wednesday and Friday evenings a t seven o ' c lock .

There we r e 26 sessions

presented; t hose completing t he course r eceiv ing three hours of credit
from Utah St ate.

Registration had t o be accomplished by mail two weeks

prior t o the first t elecast .
Advertising was carried out by the Extension Services through a
brochure describing the course, regis tration procedure, credit information,

dates and times.

The brochures were sent to school officials and teachers

in the Ogden, Weber, Davis, Box Elder, Logan, and Cache County school
districts.

KOET, and the educational station of the Weber County

schools, KWCS , announced the cours e over their facilities.

The instructors

in their evaluations expressed the view that publicity should have had
even more time devoted to it.

The course presentation used many competent r esource people who
demonstr ated the value of new media in education.

The instructors

felt that this course was a successful s t art for instruction via t elevision .

14

They made this recommendation for future television courses:
The amount of time needed to offer a course of this type
is very demanding. Six to eight hours of preparation need s
14 "Rep or t on TV-Course Education 163," April 5, 1963, (RadioTelevision files).
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to go into each telecast. The instructors found this load
in addition to the regular teaching assignments to be very
heavy. Future T. V. teaching assignments, we believe, should
be accompanied by a reduction in regular duties. Also, funds
should be provided for clerical and art work which was done
by the instructors durin g this course.lS
Students, who were mostly school teachers, liked the t elevision
cour se--some thought it was televised at too early an hour.

The

participants indicated in th eir evaluations of the course, that the
instruct ors held t he key to the success of the venture.

Mention was

made by the students that they did miss the personal contact with the
instructors, but they still enjoyed the course via television . 16
This course for credit was presented over KUSU-TV the following
year with different instructors .
it s prototype in 1963.

The course was not as successful as

This appeared to be mainly due to th e limited

audience that could receive Channel 12 and the lack of "promotion"
given to it . 17
The Radio and Television Center had proven that it was capable of
producing television programs for use on the educational station at
Salt Lake City and also the commercial stations.

It was time that

Utah State University provided educational television to the people
of Northern Utah.

15 Ibid.
16 rb id., Evaluation letters from enrolled students.
17

Hansen, private interview, December 30, 1968.

CHAPTER VII
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY BUILDS
A TELEVISION STATION
Looking for an available channel
Even while the Radio-Television Center was in the planning stages,
Utah State University was looking into the possibilities of activating
a television channel in Logan.

There had been an. Ultra High Frequency

(UHF) channel reserved in Logan for an educational installation.

This

band of frequencies was not as desirable as were the channels in the
VHF band because the commercial television stations in Utah operated
within this VHF band, and most of the television sets in the intermountain
area could only receive the VHF channe l s .
larger potential audience.

A VHF channel would offer a

The only VHF channel that had been assigned

to Logan had been app lied for by the Cache Valley Broadcasting Corporation,
owners of KVNU radio in Logan.

The FCC issued a Construction Permit on

February 26, 1958, for KVNU-TV to erect a television station. 1
Transfer of Channel 12
President Chase, in a conversation with Reed Bullen in 1960, explored
the possibilities of KVNU selling its construction permit to the University.
After considerable inquiry, the manager of KVNU concluded that programming
l Appli.cation for Channel 12, (Radio-Television files, KVNU files).
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a commercial station in Logan would be difficult .

It appeared that the

area could not financially support a commercial operation. 2

In another

private discussion between President Chase and Reed Bullen,
an agreement was reach ed in which KVNU would voluntarily transfer the
assignment of Channel 12 to Utah State for a consideration of $6,331 . 64 -the amount of capi tal spent on engineering a nd legal fees . 3
On September 25, 1960, Utah State University applied to th e FCC for
the transfer of Channel 12 from Cache Val l ey Broadcasting Corporation
to Utah State University.

The application pointed out that Utah State

desired to operate t he station as an educational facility for educational
purpos es, and that Cache Valley provided an exce llent laboratory for
educational television research.

The schools of t he area had indicated

a strong desire to cooperate with the station in order t o improve

education in the local schools. 4
Putting KUSU-TV on th e air
The Board of Trustees at Utah Stat e University adopted the fo llowing
resolution on September 16, 1960:
WHEREAS the board of Trustees of Utah State Unive rs ity
of Agriculture and Applied Science considers it desirable
and appropriate in effectuating the responsibilities assigned
to the University as a land-grant insti tut ion of the United
States, and its further responsibilities specified und er th e
Constitution and laws of Utah , to provide educational oppor tunities f or industrial classes of society, and to carry out
educat ional research and experimenta tion, and an educational

extension service; and WHEREAS t he Boar d believes t ha t tele-

~ansen, private interview, December 30 , 1968 .
4FCC Application, "Purp ose of KUSU-TV ," September 25 , 19 60 , (RadioTelevision fi l es , FCC Form for TV) .
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v1s1on broadcasting facilities under the jur i sdiction and
control of the Un iversity will materia lly assist the Board
in meeting the educational responsibilities of the University;
5
The application furth er stated that th e sta ti on would broadcast
various types of programs in the following pe r cen t ages:

"Ent ertainment,

13%; Religious, 0%; Agri cultural, 4 %; Educational, 63 %; News , 11%; and
Di scussion, 9%. "6

The tra nsfer of the lic ense was approved by th e FCC

on November 8, 1960.7
As th e University obta ined the approva l for construction of the
s t ation, they began to l ook for f unds wi th which t o purchase the necessary
equ ipment to transform the still unfinished produc t ion studios into a
broadcasting station.

The Institution made a proposal to the 1961 Utah

Legis l a ture for the money .

If the r equest was granted, it was t hought

tha t th e station cou l d be on th e a i r by October of 19 61.

The legislature

denied the proposal, howeve r.B
On J an uary 4, 1961, Utah State petitioned the FCC for a change of
ca ll l et t e rs of the newly acquired t e l evision channel from KVNU- TV to
KUSU-TV.

At the same time a r e quest was s ubmitted for a call letter

cha nge of KSVC to KUSU-FM.

Sinc e thes e call letter s had jus t been r e -

lea sed by the Tr easur y Department, 9 on the second of Febr.ua r y , the
srbid., Exhibit it l.
6Ibid.
7Let ter to FCC from President Daryl Chase, January 4, 1961, (Ra d i oTelevi sion files, KUSU -TV App l i ca tion).
B"Rad io-T e l evision Report," Se pt ember 1963.
9Let t er to FCC from President Da r yl Chase, January 4, 19 61 .
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Commission informed the University that the call letters had been granted
to the TV and Til facilities. 10
The search for funds to add transmission facilities to the production
center stil l was in progress.

In 1962, the United States Congress passed

Public Law 87-447 (the Educational Television Facilities Act) .

This

law would provide money to the states on a matching basis to construct
educa tional stations.

The law did not have an appropriations bill

attached to put it into effect at the t ime it was pass ed , but Utah Sta te
University began t o gather information that possibly would be required in
an application for the money when it was granted.

11

The administration of the University, with the backing of th e Board
of Trustees, stated this position on the importance of USU having a
television station:
• • , Channel 12 is essential in the plans of the institution's e duca tional program. We have , as a result, included,
and given a high priority, in our institutional building request s for the coming biennium, and submitted to the Ut ah
St a te Building Board a request for the total cost of construction of Channel 12. This request received t he approval
of the Building Board. Should Feder al Ma tching funds become
available, that amount needed from the state could consequently
be proporti ona tely reduced. The intent and determination of
our Administration to pursue the development of Channe l 12 to
a successful completion should not be misunderstood . It is
a part of the developmental plans of this institution .
What is being asked from the Utah Joint Committee on
ETV is the ir approval of this proposal as an application
for Fede ral Matching funds . This, too , should not be misunderstood . The items described in the proposal are al l
integral aspects of the transmission equipment. None can
be de leted without affecting the transmission proj ec t. You
will observe there are no items called for which represent
additional production equipment nor expansion of st udio
10
Le tter from t he FCC t o Utah State Unive r si t y, February 2, 1961,
(Radio-Te l evision files, KUSU-TV Application).
11

"Radio-Televis ion Report," September 1963.
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facilities. The proposal specifies the minimum amount
needed to put Channel 12 on the air.l2
Utah State also expressed concern about giving the University
of Utah complete control over a proposed system of translators that would
place the KUED signal into every county in the state.

USU thought that

KUSU-TV should have a microwave link to feed the translator system
from Utah State University as we11. 13
The engineers, in the meantime, set about inspecting two mountaintop sites as possible locations for the Channel 12 transmitter; one
located on Willard Peak, the other on the Wellsville Mountains just
above the Dry Lake area .

The idea of having a mountain site location

was soon dropped, however , because the FCC rules would not permit a
remote operation on a VHF television transmitter, and the cost of
staffing the mountain top facility was not feasible.

Therefore, it

was decided that the transmitter and tower should be built beside the
campus studios. 14
An important year for Utah State University was 1963 .

In a special

session of the Utah Legislature, $130,000 was allocated to purchase
the required transmission equipment
were given on May 28, 1963.

15

to activate KUSU-TV .

The funds

On May 17, President John F. Kennedy

signed the supplemental Appropriations Act providing the funds for the
financing of the Educationa l Facilities Act .

The University had already

12Letter to Dr. Keith Engar, Director, Utah ETV Survey, from
Burrell Hansen, Novembe r 15, 1962, (Radio-Television files, Chairman 1962-63).
13
Letter to Senator Reed Bullen from Burrell F. Hansen, December, 1962,
(Radio-Television files, Cha~rman of Radio-TV).
14

Ibid.

15Letter to William H. Bennett from Burrell F . Hansen, October 20,
1964, (Radio-Television files, Chairman Radio-TV, July 1963-June 1965).
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gathered the required data; it was now just a matter of filling out
the requested forms and submitting them for funding. 16
The application for the federal funds pointed out that Cache Valley
did not receive a grade "A" signal from any educational television

station because of high mountain ranges.

KUED provided only a marginal

service to the valley, and the Ogden educational stations were not
received at all.

The request for financing a lso exp l ained that th e

University had surveyed, through a Master's thesis, the attitudes of
prominent leaders of the Valley and found that 63 percent of them felt
that Cache Valley needed a television station; 66 percent indicated that
educational television would serve their needs best.

The study a lso

showed that there was a strong desire for offerings in the areas of
lib eral art s, specifica lly history and the fine ar ts.

Over two-third s

of the respondents said tha t they would be interested in t ak ing college
courses for credit .l7
The secondary and e lementary schools of the area also expressed
great inter e st in having an educa tional station in the area that could
program to their needs .

The station could also provide vocational

training, and academic needs on a ll levels to the north e rn Utah ar ea . 18
The Utah Joint Committe e on Educational Television approved the
request for Federal matching funds on June 14, 1963; and on June 22 ,
16"Radio-Television Report," September 1963.
l7HEw, Application, "Exhibit 114, June 24, 1963, (Radio-Television
files, HEW--USU).
18Ibid.
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the Board of Trustees of USU signed the app lica tion.

The request was

mailed to the Department of Health, Education , and lYe l fare on June 24,
1963.

The application was given t he fi ling numbe r of nine.

This was

important since money was to be granted on a "first-come-first-serve"

basis .

The early filing date provided a better opportunity for receiving

th e funds .

A telephone ca ll from lYashing ton on August 30, brought

news that Utah State had been among the fi r s t fi ve applicants to be
funded under the Educational Facilities Act .

19

The tot al cost of t he project was $143,907 . 77.

Ut ah State Univer -

sity's matching share was $44,064 . 69, while the grant supplied $99 , 843 .1 8.
The money purchased the fo llowing equipment :

one 5 ki lowatt television

transmitter; a six bay superturns t ile antenna; transmission line and
accessories; monitoring and t est equipmen t ; one, three inch image

orthicon f ield televis ion camera with a zoom l ens; and for the acquisition
and erection of a 220 foot guyed tower.

Utah State had conside rable

investment in what started out to be just a production television studio .
The tota l inve stment of the studio and transmitter reached $333,246.19 ,
which included:

$45 ,000 in land and building, $6,331 . 34 for the transfer

of Channel 12 from KVNU-TV, $11,557.18 in the TV studio and test equipment, $6,125 for lighting instruments, $1, 358.90 inves ted for sets and
draperies, $10 ,166 for radio equipment, and $8, 000 in video t ape inventory. 20
The transmitter was ordered; bu t the building contained no space
to put it!

A request was made to have a t r ansmitting r oom ad ded on t o

the back of the studios.

The target date for going on the air was set

19 "Radio-Te levision Repor t, " September 1963.
20 Ibid.
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for January 1, 1964, 105 days from the date of receiving the grant.2 1
Acceptance of the grant was approved by the Board of Trustees, and the
contracts let to RCA for the transmitter and antenna, and to ELSCO of
Salt Lake City for the erection of the tower.22
KUSU-TV goes on th e air
On March 16, 1964, KUSU-TV went on th e air under a Test Authori za -

tion from th e FCC.

The station received its lic ense to operate on

October 9, 1964. 23
Professor Hansen said that the schedu l e of an educational t elevision
station shou l d accomp lish several purposes:
1.

Extending the range of cultural experience with a vie1v
toward developing an appreciation or ar t istic expression
and a refinement of a rtisti c tastes.

2.

3.
4.
5.

Adding to th e vi ewer 's knowledge, significant information which can be app li ed for constructive individu a l and
social purpose such as the development of standards,
va lues, discrimina tion, and judgment.
Providing training in and understanding of significant
skills.
To advance systematic progr ams of instruction.
Stimulate tasteful and worth-while use of leisure time . 24

Writing in the local newspaper, Professor Hansen emphasized that
the goal of KUSU- TV would be" . . • to move minds rather than tickle
fancies.

. We do not intend to confine ourselves to ide as originated

in New York, or entertainment manufactured in Hollywood."

He also

21 Letter to Mr. Dee Broadbent, USU Vice President, from Burrell F .
Han sen, September 16, 1963, (Ra dio-Television files, Chairman Radio-TV
Ju l y 1963 to June 1964).
22 Le tt e r to William Benne tt from Burrell F. Hansen , October 20, 1964,
(Ibid.).
23 Ibid.
24Proposals for Programs on Channel 12 , (Radio-Television files,
TV Policy Committee 63-66).
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stated that the station was to be part of the community , that the
community had something to say to itself, and Channel 12 was there to
help them say it.

25

"We are a part of the community and the schools

of this area, and we want the community to be part of us--in participation and utilization of our programing."

The opening theme for KUSU-TV

was "Bringing the World to Your Home." 26
KUSU- TV dedicatory program
KUSU-TV he ld its Open House on May 15, 1964, at 7 p.m .

The event

featured a live program with Professor Hansen hosting the festivities .
In the program were film and video tape inserts.

The dedication program

began by showing Mr. Reed Bullen turning on the transmitter as the
station began its testing on March 16.

Mr . Bullen had been one of the

pioneers in broadcasting in Utah, and the or iginal holder of Channel 12.
The next segment of the program presented a pre-recorded greeting from
Utah State University President, Daryl Chase.
The program continued by showing some of the educational programs
that were to be presented over the station such as:

"Brookfield Zoo ,"

an example of children ' s programing; and for the adult, an excerpt of
the College of Education ' s telev ision course for credit, "New Media-Educa tion 163."
Examples were a l so presented on t he dedicatory program of public
affairs programs .

There were excerpts from "Public Report" and "Window

25 "Goals of Educational Television Are Reviewed ," Herald Journal
(Logan), March 6 , 1964, p. 3.
26"Utah State University to Broadcast on Channel 12," Herald
J ournal (Logan), February 2 , 1964, p. 10.

llO
To The World."

These programs have featured such national figures as

Justice William 0. Douglas, Frank Baxter, Edward Te ller, and Linus
Pauling.

It was explained to the vie«ers that this series of programs

won a Certificate of Merit from the Utah Bar Association in the spring
of 1963, for a series of telecasts on law and the administration of
justice.
Examples as to how the station was to serve the community by
drawing on the talents and activities that the area offered, were video
taped sections featurin g the Ellis Elementary School in a play designed
to promote better understanding among people who came to live in Logan
from foreign countries.

Another pre-recorded segment presented students

from the l;ellsville Jr. High School in a tumbling exhibition .

The Logan

High School Marching group, "The Hi-Los," via film, pres ented their
marching routine.

A non-school organiza tion, the Northern Wasatch

Youth Symphony, also presented a selection on the dedicatory program.
The Utah State University String Quartet concluded the ceremonies
following greetings from the USU Board of Trustees given by Trustee
Norman Salisbury.

Congratulations from NAEB President, William Harley;

President of the Columbia Broadcasting System, Frank Stanton; and A. Ray
Olpin, President of the University of Utah, were given. 27
Viewers complain abou t Channel 12
When the station first went on the air, viewers from the Logan area
called in to protest that they could not receive the Wellsville translator
stations because of interference from Channel 12.

The translators were

broadcasting the signals of the three Salt Lake comme rcial stations
27 "Dedicatory Program," script, May 15, 1964, KUSU-TV, (RadioTelev ision files, Miscel l aneous TV Programs).
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into the Wellsville area on Channels 10, 11, and 13.

Hany hours were

s pent on the telephone e xpla ini ng to citizens that KUSU-TV was oper a ting
under the authorization of the FCC, and that Channel 12 was assigned to
the Logan area and had priority.

The translator systems, it was explained,

were allowed to operate as long as they did not interfere with the signal
of Channel 12.

The KUSU-TV signal, however, did not interrupt reception

of the translator channels in the south end of the Valley--the area
primarily served by the translators.
The engineers of KUSU-TV explained to the viewers how they might
have sets modified to avoid Channel 12's interference with their
reception of other channels.
Programing over Channel 12
KUSU-TV joined the National Educational
network on December 10, 1963 . 28

Television~.E.T.)

N.E.T . was to "provide outstanding

cultural and informational ETV programs to affiliated noncommercial
television stations."

According to information distributed by N.E.T . , the

nature of their programs " • • • is solely to afford the viewer exciting
intellectual and cultural experiences not otherwise available.

A prime

objective is to provide depth and perspective in public affairs programing. "
The programs from this network were divided into t wo general divisions:
public affairs and cultural affairs.

These two a r eas included programs

from almost every area of human endeavor such as:

humanities, fine arts,

science, public affairs, social science, and children 's programs.29
28 Hansen, interview, Harch 24, 1969.
29 "Affiliation with National Educational Television," a fact sheet,
November 1963, (Radio-Television file, N.E . T. ).
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The programs were shipped to KUSU-TV from another station.

KUSU-TV

then broadcast the programs within a specified time period, then mailed
them on to the next station.

This "bicycle" arrangment ended when

Channel 12 obtained a live interconnection with N.E.T. on January 10, 1969.
Besides the programs that KUSU-TV received from being affiliated
with N. E.T., it produced several of its own programs.
productions included:

The KUSU-TV

"Hunter Safety," a series of programs produced in

cooperation with the Division of Utah Fish and Game to help young people
certify for a hunting license; "Sports Close-Up," a weekly program
featuring local sports; "This Is Extension 11 ; "Town and Country";

11

News

This Week In Cache Valley"; "World and the West," a series of weekly
interview programs with prominent figures in the state, nation, and
the world; "Panorama of the Arts," a series of programs featuring the
talents of musical groups, artists, actors and others who were involved
with the fine arts of the University and community.
Channel 12 launched a new era in television in January 1969, when
it became a live interconnected station of the National Educational
Television network through an off-the-air pick-up of KUED in Salt Lake
City.

In February of 1969, KUSU-TV was given authorization to telecast

in color.

The station, however, had not the equipment requir ed to

produce color programs in its studios.

The programs that KUSU-TV

presented in color either came from the live pick- up of the network or
from programs produced in color on color video tapes.

The station had

begun a new chapter with the advent of these two events, the conversion
of the transmitter to color and the off - air interconnection with the
National Educational Television Network.

Sill~Y

Broadcasting from Utah State University began with a series of
programs over the intermountain area's largest radio station, KSL, in

Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1931.

From that time on, the Institution has

been continuously presenting radio programs .

The presentation of

television programs began on a regular basis in the spring of 1953,
and since that time the University has been presenting television
programs over at least one television station a week.

Utah State

became involved in broadcasting for thr ee major reasons:

(1) public

relations, (2) to provide information to the public, and (3) for
recruitment.

It has been suggested in this thesis that there were three
divisions of the University engaged in major broadcasting efforts,
operating somewhat independently of each other .

The Extension Service

was pres enting programs related to agriculture and family living, the
Athletic Department controlled the broadcasting of sporting events, and
the University's Information Services presenting broadcasts representative of the colleges of the campus.

In 1958, all broadcasting of the

University was to be presented through the new Coordina tor and Chairman
of Radio and Television.

This coordination was not completely success-

ful in bringing the Extension Services and Athletic Department under the
new Radio-Television Department ' s juris diction.
The development of broadcast training was slow to expand after
it was introduced in 1935.

The curri culum emphasized radio during the
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1930's and 40's, and early 50's .

A slow change, but a sure one, was

mad e during the latter part of the 50's toward television.
the curriculum was giving emphasis to television.

By 1960,

The growth of the

curriculum paralled the growth of Utah State University's activities in
broadcasting and also the growth of the broadcasting media in Utah.
The Utah State Radio Guild, as this thesis has pointed out, played
a major role in generating student involvement in the University's
radio programs.

The Guild not only prepared radio programs for the

University, but was instrumental in getting the campus' first radio
station.

The station provided a place for the Institution to produce

its programs, as well as a place for students to develop their broadcasting skills and to test new programing ideas.
The construction of the campus television studio came about as a
way to save the time and expense of sending faculty members to Salt Lake
City two and three times a week to present television programs over the
commercial and educational channels.

The studio provided an additional

laboratory for students to train in.

Later the studios added a television

transmitter so that the University could provide an educational service
to the students, public schools, and the citizens of Northern Utah.
From the beginning of a broadcasting staff of one, the University
now employs twelve professional persons to prepare and present its
broadcasting programs.

The staff in 1969 was composed of:

Dr. Burrell F.

Hansen, Director of Radio and Television and the Broadcasting Curriculum;
Professor Gerald L, Allen, Manager of KUSU-FM-TV; Professor Arthur L.
Higbee, Manager of State-Wide programs; James Kay Randall, ProducerDirector; Ted Christensen, Coordinator of Closed-Circuit Television;
Norman C. McPhee, Program Director of KUSU-TV; Robert Donigan, Coordinator
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for Instructional Television; L. Jay Smith, Graphic Artist; Boyd
Humpherys, Chief Engineer; Aaron Farr, engineer; Merri ll Bennion,
engineer ; and Rickey Hughes, engineer .
The writer suggests that the following areas would be worthy of
further investigation:

an eva luation of broadcasting from Utah State

University, the role of committees and advisory groups for th e control
of broadcasting on the campus, and finally, the development of broadcasting in the Extension Services of the University.

It is furth er

suggested that as the Institution expands in these media, that sufficient
records be kept to document the changes so that those following will be
able to chronicle the developments.
The broadcast media has served Utah State University for 38 years
by providing experiences for students and faculty members.

It has

enabled the citizens of Utah to learn what the institution has to offer
its students.

It has been used to pass on to the people of Utah the

fruits of research that the University is continuously carrying on in
order to make Utah and the world a better place to live.

116

APPENDIXES

117
Appendix A
Constitution of the Utah State Radio Guild
PREAMBLE
We, a group of students of the Utah State Agricultural College do
hereby form an organization for the purpose of promoting student interest
in radio broadcasting, to increase t heir knowledge in this field, and to
provid e the opportunity for development of thei r talents and abili t ies,
and to provide services to the college and its student organizations in
publicizing the instituti on and its activities through the medium of
radio, do hereby adopt this constitution for the Utah State Radio Guild.
ARTICLE I
This organization sha ll be known as the Utah State Radio Guild.
ARTICLE II
Eligibility for membership in this organization shall be based on
the following:
1. Registration a t the Utah State Agri cultur al College.
2. Demonstrated interest in radi o broad cas ting in a t least
one of its various fields; a c tin g , anno uncing, engineering,

3.

management, music, production, programing, sound effects
or writing.
Maintenance of a grade point average of 2 . (''C")
ARTICLE III

The Offic ers of this organization shall be as follows:
SECTION I:

GENERAL MANAGER .

The Chief executive of this organization shall be known as th e
General Manager, who shall be elected for the term of one quarter.
His dutie s shall be: to preside over all meetings and to approve
collection and dispersal of all organizational funds. He shall be the
presiding official over the executive council. He shall not be eligible
for re-election in th e succeeding quart er .
SECTION 2:

ASSISTANT MANAGER .

The Assistant Manager sha ll be elected for a term of one quarter
and shall become the General Manager in the succeeding quarter . Hi s
duties shall be: to assist the General Manager, to presi de over mee tings
in the abs ence of the General Manager, and to act a s "Program Director"
of the organization. He sha ll assume all special r espo nsibi litie s
assigned him by t he General Manager.
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SECTION 3:

SECRETARY.

The Secretary shall be elected for a t erm of one quarter. It
shall be th e duty of the Secretary to handl e all official correspondence
of the organization. It shall also be th e duty of the Secretary to
prepare all program copy needed to carry on the activities of this
organization, and a lso t o keep minutes for all mee tings.
SECTION 4 :

CHIEF ENGI NEER

The Chief Engineer shall be elected for a term of one quarter and
must be traine d in the use and maintenance of radio equipment. It shall
be his respon sibility to supervise the construction and maintenance of
all equipmen t.
SECTION 5 :

LIBRARIAN.

The Librarian shall be e l e cted for a term of one year. It shall be
the duty of the Librarian to ca talogue and file all records, scripts,
and station logs .
SECTION 6:

BUSINESS MANAGER .

The Business Manager shall be elected for a term of one ye ar. It
shall be hi s duty to make contacts for prospec tive business and to handle
funds.
SECTION 7:

ELECTIONS.

Elections of officers sh a ll be held during the next to the last
regular meeting in the quarter preceeding that in which the officers
shall serve. Officers for fall quarter shall be elected during the
spring quarter. A candidate shall be declared elected to the office
upon receiving a simp le majority vote of a quorum. Nominations shall
be made from the floor at the r egular meeting preceeding the election
meeting. Election shall be made by secret, written ballot. The
executive council shall serve as elec tion committee . Installation of
officers shal l be the last order of business for each quarter.
ARTICLE IV
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL:
The Executive Council shall consist of the faculty adviser and
the following officer s : General Manager, Assistant Manager, Secretary,
Business Manager, Chief Engineer, and Librarian . Members of the
Executive Council shall serve f or a term of their respective offices
and shall be convened at the order of the General Manager or the
faculty a dviser . It shall be the ir duty to propose matters of policy.
They shall have the following special powe rs: (Missing from OriginaXJ
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ARTICLE V
MEETINGS:
The regular meetings shall be held each Thursday at 4:00 p.m.
Specia l meetings may be called by the General Manager or Faculty
Adviser.
ARTICLE VI
AMENDHENTS :
This Constitution shall be revised one year from dat e of adoption.
Amendments to this Constitution shall be adopted upon a two-thirds vote
of the total enrollment.

BY LAWS
SECTION 1.

ELECTION AND ADMITTING HEI-!BERS.

Candidates for membership shall be nominated from the floor and
shall be accepted upon a majority vote of a quorum. Members shall
lose their membership by two-thirds vote of a quorum if th ey commit the
following acts:
1.
2.
3.

Failure to cooperate in the advancement of interests,
spirit, and projects of the organiza tion.
Failure to maintain a grade point average of 1.
Having three unexcused absences, excused absences being
given to the General Manager or Faculty Adviser.

Any member who is being considered for expel ling shall be notified
in writing that his case will be discussed to enable him to be present
and present his defense.
SECTION 2.

DUES.

The amount shall be $1 per person per quarter . Dues are payable
at the first meeting of each quarter. A membe r shall be allowed to let
his dues lapse until the fourth meeting; if at this time they a re not
paid, he is liable to suspension, and if suspended, he can r egain his
membership only upon payment of his dues.
SECTION 3.

AUTHORITY.

The Parliamentary authority for this organization shall be Robert 's
"Rules of Order. 11
SECTION 4 .

AMENDMENTS.

Amendments to the by laws shall be adopted upon a majority vo t e
of a quorum.
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AMENDHENTS
AMENDHENT 1:
An amendment was passed on November 11, 1948, to Article III, Section
that the use of the secret ballot in elections be abandoned.

AMENDHENT 2 :
An amendment was passed on November 11, 1948, to the section on
By Laws, Section 4 on amendments that any amendments to the constitution
be presented in writing and read before the Gui ld for discussion. They
will then be voted on at the next succeeding meeting and must be
passed by two-thirds of a quorum.
AMENDHENT 3:
Amending Article III, Section 6, the duty of the publicity was
added to the duties of the Business Hanager.
AMENDHENT 4:

SHOP COl1HITTEES.

There shall be two workshop committees . One of these is to be
in charge of reading and selecting scripts for the Radio Guild. In
the Instance of selecting scripts by Guild members it will be necessary
to have a conference with th e writer in order to cut or edit th e script.
The committee will serve for a term of one quarter. The second committee
will be the Production Committee. Its duties shall be to assign
productions for each week a total of 10 to be given each quarter. They
shall assign the producer for each production, one week in advance. It
shall be this committee's duty to pass on all productions before their
presentation.
AMENDl1ENT 5:

POINT SYSTEH.

There shall be a committee appointed by the General l1anager each
quarte r wh ose duty it shall be to delegate activity point s to the
members to determine their inactive or active status.
Written October 29, 1948
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Appendix B
Programs Presented From KVSC Over KVNU During 1958
HONDAY

PACIFIC PORTRAITS
NAEB 30 min.
Dramatic; role of certain individuals in the settlement,
development and cultural programs of area of the South
Pacific and West Pacific.
OVER THE BACK FENCE
NAEB 15 min.
News analysis; weekly review of Canadian Press and its
views on national and international affairs.
FRENCH NEWS REVIEW
NAEB 15 min.
News analysis; weekly reports on current French Press
interpretations of their positions.

TUESDAY

UTAH STATE ON THE AIR
Student talent and news.

USU 30 min.

ADVENTURES IN PROGRESS
NAEB 15 min.
Documentary; actual stories of specif ic international
action in various fields and geographical locations by
the United Nations.
YOU'RE THE JURY
NAEB 15 min.
Drama-panel; each program presents controversial traffic
situations in dramatic form and challenges the listener
to determine the driver at fault. Each program emphasizes
a single safe-driving technique .
WEDNESDAY

UTAH STATE REVIEW
Reviews and previews of campus activities.

USU 15 min.

STRETCHING YOUR FAHILY INCOHE
NAEB 15 min.
Interview; discussions on how to make the family dollar
go as far as possible.
COMPOSER IN THE WORLD TODAY
NAEB 30 min.
Lecture-music; interpretation of how the composer sees the
contemporary world and himself.
THURSDAY

UTAH STATE ON THE AIR
Same as above.

USU 30 min.

TENDER TWIGS
NAEB 30 min .
Interview; discussions of todays problems in mental health,
crime, juvenile delinquency, human social growth, etc.
FRIDAY

USU FORUH
USU 60 min.
Re-broadcast of a campus lecture given during the week.
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